
actively by contributing articles now and 
then. 

The TBD-1 photo is a Douglas El Segundo 
print extensively retouched by the author, 
from his collection. Retouching such a photo 
is an exacting and difficult art if the end 
result is to appear unretouched. It is not in 
the AAHS negative library. —Ed. 

SPRUCE GOOSE "ROLLOUT" 
Robert P. Morrison, Norwalk, CA 

Enclosed are two photos. Both show the 
SPRUCE GOOSE as it leaves the captivity of its 
hangar on October 29, 1980, after 23 years. 
The time was 10:30 A.M. Plans are to place it 
on display next to the QUEEN MARY in Long 
Beach harbor in a special inflated structure. 

SPRING 1981 JOURNAL—CORRECTIONS 
Gerald Balzer 

"The Aircraft of Jack Northrop," Vol. 26, 
No. 1, by G. Balzer. Several typos escaped 
our proofreaders including a line of dropped 
text in the YB-49; YRB-49A caption. The 
corrected texts are as follows: 

N-9M Page 85 
N-9M1 was destroyed on a flight test early 
in the program killing test pilot Max 
Constance. 

YB-49; YRB-49A Page 86, last sentence 
The tragic crash of #2 YB-49 (5 June 1948) 
killing Capt. Glen Edwards and his crew, 
the accidental destruction of #1 YB-49 on 
15 March 1950, and the political involve­

ment of the Secretary of the Air Force in an 
attempt to force a merger between North­
rop and Convair conspired to kill the B-49 
program and frustrated forever Jack North­
rop's dream, then on the threshold of 
reality. 

X-4 Page 87, last sentence 
Should read: —Mach .76 through Mach 
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PHOTO CREDITS—HOW? 
Roger F. Besecker, Allentown, PA 

I feel I must comment on Warren Bodie's 
comments in the Spring 1981 JOURNAL. 

I can understand how Mr. Bodie feels but 
an issue like this is not cut and dried. First of 
all, I did NOT receive that particular negative 
from Mr. Bodie, but from another collector 
via trade. How would Mr. Bodie feel if that 
other collector had been credited? I have 
other negatives of those Selfridge aircraft and 
none were received directly from Mr. Bodie. 
How else should credit be given? With respect 
to the Martin B-26C photo mentioned by 
Warren Shipp, I tried to give proper credit 
there and that backfired. I'm pleased that 
Mr. Shipp was not offended and glad that he 
could furnish further information regarding 
the aircraft. Perhaps the whole matter of 
photo credit should be pursued in depth by 
AAHS and let's hear from the old-timers such 
as Bill Larkins, Pete Bowers, Warren Shipp, 
etc. I'm sure most collectors work under the 
impression that once a negative is gained via 
trade or purchase that it is theirs, period. 
Ditto on what they trade away. I would like 

the members to deluge the editor on this 
matter with their opinions and let's all work 
under the same system. Last thing I wish is to 
offend anyone and I do hope Mr. Bodie will 
take this in the spirit it's written. He and I 
have traded and I was well satisfied, hope he 
was also. 

One other matter that must be handled 
delicately. I am well aware that lighter-than-
air aircraft were a part of our history and there 
are those interested. However, having two 
very lengthy (but well-written) articles re­
cently makes me feel I'm in a different orga­
nization. I do not wish to offend any of those 
authors and I'm not asking for an all World 
War II JOURNAL but I'm sure 99% of the 
members are airplane buffs. Sure, include 
LTA, but in proportion to its use and impor­
tance. 

Hoping I've creared no enemies, I'll say 
keep up the good work. AAHS is the finest 
organization anywhere and the JOURNAL first 
rate. 

Regarding the article mix in the Journal, 
it's like a depression dinner, when the cup­
board is nearly bare you serve up the best 
meal you can from what you have. So come 
on, members, research and write—fill the 
larder and we'll serve up some excellent 
Journals. —Ed. 

MARTIN-ALLEGHENY 
Larry I. Potoski, Arlington, VA 

The Allegheny airliner on page 75 of Vol. 
25 No. 1 (N93204) is a Martin 202A. Alle­
gheny never operated any Martin 404s. 

COMBAT CARGO GROUPS—WWII 
by Tom Britton 

illustrations by Clyde Osborne 

It is attributed as one of General H.H. Arnold's pet ideas that 
cargo aircraft could fly into a battle area carrying not only its 
flying crew, but complete ground support personnel and sup­
plies to set up a base and "begin moving cargo the next day." 

Although available sources suggest that Combat Cargo 
Groups never did operate in exactly the method "Hap" contem­
plated, there is ample supporting evidence that they all embod­
ied the "can-do" attitude of "beginning to move cargo the next 
day." Combat Cargo routinely flew day and night into un­
improved forward airstrips that had been bulldozed out of the 
dirt to unload such diverse cargo as canned goods, ammunition, 
chickens, gasoline, Bailey Bridges, tents, fire engines and once 
even a disassembled locomotive. Movement of such cargo as well 
as thousands of people including refugees, casualties, VIPs and 
parachute troops all became routine flights for these flexible and 
adaptable organizations. 

Two extremes may illustrate the variety of missions: Between 
January 1946 and April 1947 the 11th Combat Cargo Squadron 
of the 3rd Combat Cargo Group provided transportation for 
General G.C. Marshall's State Department Agency which was 
attempting to resolve the dispute between the Nationalist and 
Communist Chinese factions (the Mars Task Force). At the other 

extreme, an operation of considerable skill and courage was the 
successful delivery of a cargo of 9000 pounds of Canadian 
whiskey by the 4th Combat Cargo Group with only one case 
missing! Surely dedication of a high order in the C.B.I. Theatre 
in WWII. 

The Army Air Corps formed four Combat Cargo Groups dur­
ing WWII. Each group consisted of four squadrons and were 
consecutively numbered. Activation occurred between April and 
June of 1944. The 1st, 2nd, and 4th Groups were activated, 
equipped and trained in the U.S. while the 3rd Group was acti­
vated in India. Equipment was in all cases C-46 and C-47 
aircraft. 

1st COMBAT CARGO GROUP 

The 1st Combat Cargo Group was activated on April 15, 
1944, at Bowman Field, Kentucky. Equipped with C-47 aircraft) 
it deployed its squadrons to the C.B.I. Theatre in August/ 
September 1944. The group began operations to support the 
British XIV Army in the Arakan Campaign as part of the Com­
bat Cargo Task Force through May 1945. It was then assigned to 
69th Composite Wing in China until November 1945 when it 
began movement to Conus where it was deactivated at Morrison 
Field, Florida, in December 1945. The 1st and 3rd Combat 
Cargo Squadrons were awarded the Distinguished Unit Citation 
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for the French Indo-China, China and Manchuria Campaigns. 
The group was redesignated as the 512th Troop Carrier Group in 
September 1945. 

The group insignia, which was also utilized by the 3rd Com­
bat Cargo Squadron, was apparently never officially approved. 
Both leather and cloth insignias are known. 

1st Combat Cargo Squadron: The squadron's insignia was 
approved on July 17, 1944. 

2nd Combat Cargo Squadron: The squadron's playing card in­
signia of "5 deuces" was approved on July 17, 1944. 

3rd Combat Cargo Squadron: The squadron used the insignia 
of the group through WWII. The illustration shows what is be­
lieved to be the insignia of the 328th Troop Carrier Squadron, 
although Maurer & Maurer indicates this to be the Combat Car­
go insignia which was approved February 25, 1944. 

4th Combat Cargo Squadron: The winged donkey insignia was 
approved on July 17, 1944. 

2nd COMBAT CARGO GROUP 

The 2nd Combat Cargo Group was activated on May 1, 
1944, at Syracuse AAB, New York. It was equipped with 
C-47 and C-46 aircraft and trained at Baer Field, Indiana, 
prior to its assignment to the 5th Air Force in November of 
1944. Initially stationed on Biak the group performed cargo 
and personnel movements between New Guinea, Australia, 
and the Philippines prior to its move to Leyte, P.I., in May 
1945. Supply, casualty evacuation and supply dropping to 
guerrilla forces as well as regular flights to the Ryukyus 
occupied the group until August 1945 when it redeployed 
to Okinawa to begin transportation of personnel to Japan. 
The group moved again to Yokota, Japan, from where it 
continued its activities until it was deactivated in January 
1946. No insignia is known for the group. 

5th Combat Cargo Squadron: No insignia is known for the 
squadron. 

6th Combat Cargo Squadron: The "Flying Elephant" insignia 
was approved August 8, 1944. 

7th Combat Cargo Squadron: The squadron's rabbit (Jungle 
Bunny) insignia was approved on July 5, 1945. 

8th Combat Cargo Squadron: No insignia is known for the 
squadron. 

3rd COMBAT CARGO GROUP 

The 3rd Combat Cargo Group is unique among the four 
groups activated during WWII as it was the only group activated 
outside the U.S., being established on June 5, 1944, in Sylhet, 
India. All four squadrons and the group were apparently estab­
lished utilizing existing theatre resources or as an administrative 
redesignation. 

The group's initial equipment was C-47 aircraft and it re­
lieved the 64th Troop Carrier Group and thereafter provided 
airlift for the British XIV Army from various bases in India and 
Burma. It supported Merrill's Marauders in the liberation of 
Myitkyina and the subsequent advance on Rangoon. 

The group was re-equipped with C-46 aircraft in 1945 and all 
squadrons were redesignated Troop Carrier in September-
October 1945. The group was redesignated as the 513 Troop 
Carrier Group and was eventually inactivated in Shanghai, 
China, in 1945. Two squadrons, however (the 10th C.C. Squad­
ron and the 12th C.C. Squadrons), did return to Conus appar­
ently independently of their parent where they were deactivated 
176 

in January 1946. No insignia is known for the group. 
9th Combat Cargo Squadron: The squadron's insignia is prob­

ably unofficial and no approval is known, although actual sam­
ple patches exist. It is entirely possible that all four squadrons at 
one time used the same design with only the squadron number 
changing. 

A later insignia of the 330th Troop Carrier Squadron which 
the 9th became on October 8, 1945, is the "Pegasus" design. 
This insignia was not officially approved until 1957 but may 
have been worn prior to that as the squadron would not have 
wanted to retain their original insignia with its specific designa­
tion of Combat Cargo after their redesignation. 

10th Combat Cargo Squadron: The squadron's insignia of the 
"Pelican" is another unapproved and therefore unofficial 
design although sample patches exist. The caricatured aircraft 
design is the official insignia of the 331st Troop Carrier Squad­
ron which the 10th became on October 1, 1945. This insignia 
was not officially approved until March 1957, although it may 
have been used for the same reasons as the 9th. 

11th Combat Cargo Squadron: The squadron's original design of 
the "Flying Elephant" is another unofficial design, although 
sample patches exist. 

When the squadron was redesignated the 332nd Troop Carrier 
Squadron in September-October 1945 the unit began to use the 
winged horse design. Note the Great Wall of China incorporated 
in the design as the squadron was based during that period at 
Luliang and Shanghai. Sample patches of this unofficial design 
also exist. The officially approved insignia of the 332nd Troop 
Carrier Squadron is the Irish shamrock. The insignia was not 
officially approved until 1957, although the squadron may have 
used it prior to that time. 

12th Combat Cargo Squadron: No insignia exists for this unit so 
far as is known. 

4th COMBAT CARGO GROUP 

The group was activated at Syracuse AAB, New York, in June 
1944. It trained there and at Bowman Field, Kentucky, with 
C-47 and C-46 aircraft, until deployment to India in November 
1944. Equipped with C-46 aircraft the group began operations 
in support of the British XIV Army in Burma until May 1945. 
The group then moved to Namponmao, Burma, when it hauled 
men and supplies to China until the war ended. The group 
returned to India in November 1945 where it remained until it 
was deactivated at Panagaph, India, on February 9, 1946. No 
insignia is known for the group. 

13th Combat Cargo Squadron: No insignia is known for the 
squadron. 

14th Combat Cargo Squadron: The "Flying Elephant" design 
was officially approved on November 25, 1945. 

15th Combat Cargo Squadron: The "Wol f design riding the 
"Jackass" is an unapproved insignia. Note the roman numerals 
for " 1 5 " referring, of course, to the squadron's designation. 
Patches are known to exist. 

16th Combat Cargo Squadron: The cigar-smoking vulture is 
another unofficial and unapproved design, although patches are 
known to exist. 
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