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AN ODE TO CRISSY FIEID

(For the benefit of the San Francisco Bay members of AAHS)

Crissy Field is no mores No longer will the city by the Golden Gate enjoy the
distinction of having an Army airport within its boundaries, or the residents thersof
be awakened each morning by the sound of Army airplane engines humming over their
rooftops,

No longer will the pilots of the 91lst Observation Squadron returning from crosse
country flights have to hope and pray that they will be able to find the field when
they arrive, instead of a nice thick blanket of fog, concealing in its depths several
assorted hills, bridge towers, high buildings, etc.

The 91st Observation Squadron, and the 15th Photo Section, occupants of Crissy
Field since its inception in 1919, were ordered away fram their beloved home in the
nmiddle of June, and by the 30th of that month had packed, bag and baggage, families,
household lares and penatesy, even to the Squadron dogs, and had moved over 900 miles
to their new station, Fort Lewls, Washington, (Ed: June, 1936)

The move was made by almost every conceivable means of trangportation, Freight
cars, passenger trains, govermment motor trucks,; commercial motor vans, private cars,
motorcycles and airplanes were all used in transporting the personnel and impedimenta
of the field, The Squadron boat, with its caretaker, was loaded on a coastwise freight
steamer and transported to Seattle, from which place it was run under its own power
to Steilacoom, the nearest dock on Puget Sound at which it could be parked. Although
we had been prepared for the order to move for a month or more, no decision had been
made as to the future home of the 91lsty so no packing or crating was done until the
final order to move was received, Upon the receipt of this order, all ordinary
operations at Crissy Field were discontinued, and everybody was set to work completely
stripping the field of movable Air Corps propertys crating and boxing it, and loading
it onto freight cars, of which a total of eight were fully loaded. The furniture of
officers and noncommissioned officers was transported by commercial motor van, this
being the most convenient and eoconomical method.

Practically all the personnel of the post evacuated on or before June 27thy the
only ones remaining after that date being those with property responsibility in order
to turn over the property left behind to the Quartermaster, and to complete the audit
of Air Corps Supply.

The Army motor truck convoy departed from Crissy Field at 8:00 a.m., June 27thy
and consisted of two Field Servicing Trucks, two photographic truckss two Federal
2% ton cargo trucks, one reconnaissance car, three Dodge panel radio trucks, and a
number of Dodge 1% ton cargo trucks, Thirty-three enlisted men traveled with the
motor convoy as drivers and relief drivers, accompanied by two officers as Convoy
Officerss The convoy arrived at Fort Lewis, Washingtong at 6:30 Dellle June 30th,
having covered the entire journey in four days of drivings This is believed to be a
record for moving an Army motor convoy. All driving was done by daylight, starts
usually being made about 73100 aeme, and halts for the night before 6330 psm, The
longest day'!s drive was approximately 300 miles, Only one truck, one of the Field
Servicing Trucks, gave any trouble during the entire trip, This vehicle suffered
from vapor lock in the fuel line from the pump to the carburector while driving through
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the Sacramento Valley in California on the first day out, The trouble was finally
remedicd by the ingenuity of the driver, who wrapped the linc in asbestos packing,
held on by friction tape, and removed the hood of the truck, after which it ran
without further difficulty.

It spoaks well for the quality and condition of the private automobiles owned by
members of the command that, although nine officcrs and fifty-four enlisted men werc
authorized to proceed by privately owned automobile, all arrived at Fort Lewis
safely, and not one report of mechanical trouble was heard. - not even a punctured
tire,

The airplanes assigned to the 9lst Observation Squadron were all flown to Fort
Lewis several days in advance of the final abandomment of Crissy Field, the C-1l
Transport airplane making two trips to ferry the advance detail of enlisted men, and
the C-1lL airplane assigned to Hamilton Field was borrowed for two round trips to aid
in ferrying this detail and to return the pilots of the 0=25C airplanes to Crissy
Field, A4 total of 25 enlisted men were transported by air,

The 91lst Observation Squadron and 15th Photo Scetion, in their new home, Fort
Lewis, are at present very badly handicapped by the lack of technical and administra-
tive buildings, The buildings found here upon arrival were sufficiently largc for the
Air Corps Detachment of three officzrs, 35 enlisted men and three airplanes previcusly
stationed herey but are totally inadequate for a full strength Observation squadron
and photo sections Even with our few airplanes, half of them must be parked cutside
the hanga r, and all depariments have less than half the space required for sfficient
functionings It is hoped that in the near future adequate housing will be providede

Source: Air Corps News Letter, Vol XIX No 15, August 1, 1936.

(Editor's Note: This is just a reminder to those of you who feel that the word
SNAFU was a World War II invention. Those of you who were involved in convoys in the
service can best appreciate this storye Crissy Field is once again an Army flying
field, currently serving as a base for a Light Aviation Unit, but to a far smaller

degree than it's glorious days of roaring 0-2H!'s, OA~l's, 0-25!s, C~lL's etc.)

AVIATION BOOK CLUB

Ballantine Books Inc,, 101 Fifth Avenuey New York 3, N.Y., offers the opportunity
to build a library of the best books on flyers and flying, reprints of classics in
the field and preview copies of new titles, fiction and nonficticn, about military
and civil aviation in a new series of small paperbacks.

Sample titles already published in this series are: The Dam Busters, Jet,
Beyond Courage, God Is My Co=Pilot, The Wright Brothers, Turn The Tigers Loosc,
Helfway To Heaven, The First And The Last, Wing Leader, and Zero.

These are sold at the rate of $2.,00 for six books, on the basis of a year!s
subscription paid in advance., This is an excellent opportunity to obtain a lot of
good aviation reading material at a nominal cost.



