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CORRESPONDENCE

JENNY PARACHUTE DROP

On page 99 of Volume 2 therec is a plcture of -a JN-L which had been lowered by
parachute, 1In descrlbing this picture on page 98 credit is given to Roscoe Turncr
for the test, This is in error and I would appreciate a correction in a future
publlcation of this valuable Journal,

I was the inventor of the device which made the installatlon possible for the_
attachment of a parachutey including a release "attachment for reloase of the parae
chute as the plahe touched the ground, The parachute was a fifty foot chute built
by Russel Parachute Company of San Dicgo in 1926, Jessie L, Laskie, who produced the
movie "Wings", financed the cntire cost of ‘the test including the cost of the para=
chutees The drop was made at Inglewood, Callfornla, on August 2L, 1926, R, Carl
Golzie was the pllot.

Tests were also made in dropping a Navy torpedo by parachute over the North
Island Naval Air Station,

Two meng Cougleton and Purcell; helped me remodel and build the plane from spare
partse The tall skid was moved forward on the fuselage to make room for the chutee
Incidentally, Bowers picturc in the Journal shows the extent of damage after a 2,500
foot drops The landing gear collapsed and the leading cdge of the wing was brokene
I purchased a uscd landing goar for $25,00 and patched up the wing, making the plane
again scrviceable, I am standing next to the fusclage in a white shirt, slecves
rolled to elbows, the trailing edge of the wing cuts my face off accross the nose,

Harry D, Doucotb
P.0, Box 257, Escondido, California

FATRCHILD 9L2's

Publication of the photo of the Fairchild XA-9L2-A on page 115 of the April-
June 1957 AAHS Journal has no doubt started a chain of investigation in many collec-
tions. As a rather unique and limited production aircraft, the "9L2" has the distinc-
tion of a field of influence far in excess of that normally associated with an air-
craft produced in such small numbers, It also holds the rare distinction of being
one of the few aircraft types that served on both sides, Allied and Axis, during WW2,
Although I certainly cannot qualify as any form of expert on the "9L2", being unaware
of model differences, production totals, serial numbers etc., I would like to add my
notes on this type to the more comprehensive study of this aircraft that I am sure
will result from exposure in the Journal,

Through a series of photographs kindly provided me by the Public Relations Dept.,
of Fairchild Aircraft and a print provided from a Japanese source, photographer un-
known, I have been able to piece together some additional notes to the brief captions
in the April-June 1957 issue. Developed in cdonjunction with Pan Américan Grace Air-
lines, the Fairchild "9L2" was later known as the F-~91 Baby Clipper. It was planned -
to use the amphibian airliner on PAA routes, although the planned extensive use did
not pan out. The PAA model differed somewhat from later production types in that it
featured a retractable wing float (this shows on NC-1L7L3). Later production models,
known as the XA-9l;2-A, had fixed wing floats. fitted.
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The Japanese Navy also sxpressed interest in the Baby Clipper and arrangements
were made to purchase samples of the aircraft for the study of construction and fitt-
ings. Light amphibian and flying boat typce then in the planning stage in Japan were
to make usc of some of the construction techniques used on the F=91. In 1937 two
samplc aircraft werc delivercd to the Juopanese Favy, Official Japanese records list
them as the Fairchild A-9L2 ‘mphibian Plane, powered by an SC-7 radial. Both of thesc
aircraft were stationed at Yokosuka Naval Base in the 1937-1939 period and they rec'c
the official JNAY designation of LXFl Medium Size Amphilian Transport. At least one
was still in JNAF service as. a light transport at the beginning of the war anc it is
highly probable that the other was dismantled and tested to "death®™ as part of the
study program on the F=91, The LXIF1l dic not surviv the war and was prcsumably cest-
royed whilc in service around the Japanese home islands.

The final F=91, the X4-9L2-B built for Richard Archbold (NR777), was painted in
a dark finish with white striping and named Kono. It does not appear to differ a great
deal from the later production XA=942«4 aircraft with the exception of intérior fitt-
ings and cxtensgive radio gear. -

Richard #, Bueschsl '
Lily ¥. Prospect Fanor Avc., Ht.Prospect,I1l

CURTISS PUSHER REPLICAS, Continued from page 190;

an 0X-5, stored in the basement of the Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago, when
I was there in the summer of 195L. (Editors note: A search of various registers was
made and this plane finally turned up in the Identified section of New York for 1932,
The listing is as follows: Curtiss-Beachy Pusher, ¢/n 1, Built 1930, OX~-5 engine,
owner Curtiss=Wright Flying Service, Valley Stream, Long Island, New York.

Frank Strnad
Box 173, Northport, Long Island, New York

CURTISS PUSHER REPLICAS - IV - (NX-18969, NR-8Y)

While searching for the above registrations two more items came to light. The
first of these is NX-18969, This shows on the 1939 Register onlyy and is listed as
a "Curtiss JNL 1910 Pusher', c/n 1, No date of manufacture, 0%-5 (90 hp) engine,
owner United Air Services, Union Air Terminal, Burbank, California, (Mantz et al).

The sccond item concerns NR=-8Y. This plane is registered to Billy Parker,
Phillips Petroleum Company, Oklahoma, from 193L through 1939, It is listed as a
"Parker Curtiss Pusher'", c/n 101, Built 193k, 0X-5 (90 hp) engine. In 1935, only, it
had an 0XX6 (102 hp) engine, This information obviously modifies the comments made
on page 78 concerning the "Mantz Special'. It should also be noted that the Billy
Parker Pusher illustrated on page 76 is NX-62E. This means that we now know that
Parker has owned at least three pushers - NX-62E, NR-8Y and N-66V.

William T. Larkins, Editor




