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began to settle, the conning tower disappeared, the stern
went up in the air at a fairly sharp angle, and the rudder
and screws were plainly visible. Many of the crew were seen
in the water. While Chapman circled overhead to photo-
graph the sinking submarine, the conning tower began to
reappear. As the Catalina made another run, the pilot saw a
crew member run to man the deck guns. Chapman began
“jinking” violently, and just after passing over the U-boat
an explosion was heard in the airplane. The port engine
began to leak oil very rapidly while belching black smoke.
The engine was shut down but the propeller could not be
feathered. Despite full boost to the starboard engine, the
Catalina began to lose height from 1,000 feet down to sea
level. It hit heavily and began to sink.

The crew was uninjured and abandoned the airplane in the
two dinghys. Some time later, a Warwick made two runs
over the crew and dropped an airborne lifeboat. F/O D.J.C.
Waterbury swam out to retrieve the lifeboat from the point
at which it impacted some 100 to 150 yards away. The
others climbed into the lifeboat, which had been damaged
in the impact, and was under water bow to stern. They
were eventually rescued and W/C Chapman was awarded
the DSO.

One of the outstanding events in the history of No. 162
Squadron was the attack on the U-1225 on the 24th of
June 1944 by F/L David Hornell and his crew. Early in
June the squadron had been able to sink three U-boats. In
all instances, however, the subs remained on the surface and
put up a murderous anti-aircraft fire resulting in the loss of
two Canso A aircraft. F/L Hornell was fully aware of the
hazards when he took off on the 24th of June in Canso No.
9754 for a sortie which would end in a gallant and tragic
attack on U-boat U-1225 north of the Shetland Islands.

The patrol had lasted for some hours when a fully-surfaced
U-boat was sighted travelling at high speed on the port
beam. F/L Hornell at once turned into the attack. The
U-boat altered course. The Catalina had been seen and there
could be no surprise. U-1225 opened up with anti-aircraft
fire which became increasingly fierce and accurate. At a
range of 1,200 yards, the front guns of the aircraft replied.
Then its starboard gun jammed leaving only one gun effec-
tive. Hits were obtained on and around the conning tower
of the submarine but then the airplane itself was hit, two
large holes appearing in the starboard wing.

Ignoring the enemy fire, F/L Hornell carefully maneuvered
for the attack. Oil was pouring from his starboard engine
which was by this time on fire as was the starboard wing.

U-1225 continued to strike, and the Catalina was nearly
uncontrollable, but Hornell pressed his attack home and
brought his aircraft down very low, releasing his depth
charges in a perfect straddle. The bow of the U-boat lifted
out of the water as it sank and some of the crew were seen
in the sea. F/L Hornell, by superhuman effort at the con-
trols, tried to gain a little height. The fire in the starboard
wing had grown more intense and the vibration had in-
creased; then the burning engine fell off.

The plight of the aircraft and crew wasnow desperate. With
utmost coolness, the Captain took his aircraft into the
wind, and despite the manifold dangers, brought it safely
down in the heavy swell. Badly damaged and blazing furi-
ously, the aircraft rapidly settled. There was only one
serviceable dinghy and this could not hold all the crew.
They took turns in the water holding on to the sides. Once,
the dinghy capsized in the rough seas and was righted only
with great difficulty. Two of the crew succumbed from
exposure. An airborne lifeboat was dropped to them but
fell some 500 yards downwind.

The survivors were finally rescued after they had been in

the water for 21 hours. By this time, F/L Hornell was
blinded and completely exhausted; he died shortly after
being picked up. F/L Hornell was awarded the Victoria
Cross for this action and the five surviving crewmen
were decorated.

On the 30th of June 1944, F/L McBride and crew sighted
and attacked another U-boat. The submarine submerged
but was sighted again later in the day. An attack was
attempted but hangups in the depth charges prevented
success. F/L McBride then carried out homing procedures
and homed a Liberator of 86 Squadron from an adjoining
area which carried out a successful attack and sank the
enemy submarine, the U-478.

The next time the Squadron spotted a U-boat, it was on the
11th of May 1945 when F/O R.L. Clarke spotted one flying
the black flag of surrender and directed naval units to the
scene.

No. 162 Squadron was disbanded on the 7th of August
1945 after an outstanding record in anti-submarine warfare.
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