
PART II 

' .. · i;::>gt Merle Olmsted 

), few days a.f'te1· 11D" day the personnel of t.he station were eJ..-posed to a most 
.:iJ:eresting situation, the beginning of the German V-1 robot bomb attack on London .. 
'hese bombs v1ere actually a small non-piloted airplane with a pulse jet engine mount 
~d above the fuselage, which contained the control mechanism, and the war head in 
··.he nose (a little over 2000 lbs of. high explosive).. The first of these It fuzz 

· aombs", as they were called by most people, was fired into· London on the night of 
L2/13 June, and heavy attacks continued for several months thereafter. Fortunately, 
t.he 3 57th's station was directly in line with the bomb's route to London, and pro­
vided all personnel \';'i th many spectacular shows. These bombs were launched almost 
always at night, and altho we did not know exactly where they originated, it was 
probably in the Netherlands, as there were launching sites in this country. We also 

. heard that some of these were being air-launched from modified Helll's. The first 
Jne the author saw remains vividly etched on his memory, as he had just stepped out 
of the barracks one evening enroute to the latrine, when the bomb appeared bearing 
down on him at a very lovt altitude, possibly 300 feet. The impression was quite 
startling with the terrific racket of the bomb's engine, and the lang streak of 
'flame from its tail pipe. Being too startled to do anything else, the author 
merely stood and watched until it disappeared toward LOndon. At this time there had 
been no air raid alert, since the base was quite close to the sea (about 20 miles) 
and there was insufficient time for an alert. 

Few of these early bombs were shot down, altho one, whose gjTo was out of ad­
justment, came in too lew and hit a tree near the base, the ensuing explosion shakinf; 
everyone up, but causing no casualty or damage to equipment. In a very short time 
the British had moved a tremendous munber of guns into the area between our base 
at'ld the coast of the North Sea. Some rumors said as many as 2,500 guns were in the 
area, but this seems rather high. For some reaso~ or another, the bombs seemed to 
come in fairly well ~rouped, usually in fives. In a short time after the arrival of 
the guns, an average of four out of five was being shot down. 1bose that were hit 
usually exploded in the air, providing a beautiful brilliant orange flash. Another 
incident that comes to w~nd took place late one night when about eight of us were 
standin~ in front of the hangar watching the searchlights, as an alert was in pro­
gress. Soon we saw one of the buzz bombs headed directly in our direction, with the 
guns putting up a terrific barrage in an attempt to knock it down. Although no one 

· was particularly worried about the bomb, as its ehgine was still running and it 
would no doubt go on over us, it occurred to everyone at once that all of that gun·· 
fire they were throwing up at it had to come down somewhere. So, as one man, the 
little group turned and m.ade a dash for a nearby bomb shelter trench, leaping in 
and looking up just in time to get a fine view of the bomb itself, bathed in the 
glare of the searchlights. Later on that spring the author had the chance to 
axa.'Iline one of these machines which had landed intact and was on display in London., 

By August of 1944 t-he threat of the V-1 buzz bomb was over. Allied troops had 
:;aptured the launching sites and ended London's ordeal from this particular enemy. 
However,. that ~:ltv v-ras soon to fall under the shadow of a much more formidable 
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weapon, the V-2 rocket, against Which there was no known defense~ 

In the spring of 1944, even before 11 D11 day$ the· group had begun to receive a much 
modified model of the P-5lo This was the unn modal which had a modified after fusoa­
lage, and a bt:.bble canopy instead of the old "bird cage" type on the "Bn and ncn 
modelse The leading edge of the wing had been changed whore it joined the fuselage, 
and one of the main faults of the "Ba had been :remedied, This was in the positioning 
of the guns, the liB" having only four e50 cal mg?.s, two in each wing;, Even worse,the 
guns were laid in the gun bay half way on their sides, or at a· 45 degroo angle .. This 
method of mounting put an undue stress on tho RITmunition belts, and during violent 
maneuvers the bolts had a tendoncJ· to break, and it was not unusual for aircnaft to 
return from missions with only one, or maybe no guns oporat:L:,g.., In the nnn this ·was 
remedied and tho guns Hero novJ mounted upright in the gun bay 3 and tho number inr;rcas­
ed to six., some of these unn models roord in the spring and summer of ~44 were; GLt-X 
named HLibby Bn, serial 44-11198; a4-c:> named 11 Nooky Booky", serial 44-13316 (this 
machine was flown by Capt,, Len Carson, top scoring pilot of the sqdn); G4-z.ll serial 
44-l4612o Most of these machines crune through in ~~tural finish instead of the olive 
drab of the earlier "B" models, although some "DH's carried tho camouflageo o4~w, 
"Cooter", serial 44.,.14153_, with blue-gray undersurfaces was one of these 11 DHs w:b.ich 
was full olive drabo This might boa good place to mention the 11 Spirit of st., Louis11 o 

This was a Ncorduyn Norseman uc-64 which was assigned to. the 362nd sqdn as a tthack"c 
It ~vas painted silver and carried tho rod and yellow checkerboard markings on i t9 s 
engine cowl, and tho name was painted on tho right side of tho forward fuselageo 
Serial number Has 43~35444c 

luring tho long days of tho EUropean summer the group fleH a mission almost every 
day~. Altho the nun1.ber of P-51 gps in tho 8th had increased rapidly until all fighter 
grps wore equipped Hi th this typo, tho pace had quickened also, and thoro was little 
res·;;, for any group€> Long range escort was still tho order of the day~ and tho drop­
pablo Vling tanks were fitted every day on the return of the aircraft0 These tanks 
wore British built.., scmo being mado of cardboard~ and some of metal:- the former being 
less likely to leak~ Tho metal tanks had a tendency to leak at the 1volded seamsG 
Theso tanks fas·knod to tho bomb racks, and each held 108 US gallons, giving a total 
tankage of 485 gallonsc This resulted in a maximum range of about 1,6co miles9 or 
around 800 miles from base and homo againe This was an unheard of range for fighters 
until the P-51 arrived to show ho14it was doneo DUring this time the group participa­
ted in the second shuttle bombing mission to Russia, this being the most successfulo 
The first shuttle mission had resulted in rather heavy losses to tho B-l71s on the 
ground in Russia, during a heavy raid by German aircraft~ 

During the surrmcr and fall the victories piled up, and so did the los seso Some 
pilots were killed in action, such as Lt. Holmberg whose machine exploGod during a 
dogfightc others bailed out to become prisonorsQ Some of those latter~ such as Lta 
n Junior" Drollingw.•.\l the sqdn ubaby" were returned to England by the "underground11 o 

Lt. Lichter of tho 362nd was not so lucky and spent the rest of the war in a prison 
campe By the fall of 1944 the group had built up quito a cadre of high-scorers, of 
vfuich tho most outstanding wore Captc Carson, and Major England9 both of the 362nds 
and Majors Peterson and Andersono 

With the coming of fall and winter, not quite so many missions were flown as bad 
Heather conditions prevailed,. Hmv-over many missions wore flown whon very bad weather 
conditions existed at Licston, but i-fuen the targets in EU.rope wero clearo · 'l~Jith the 
arrival of the dark Hinter days .ll a feeling that the -v1ar could last forever set in 1-Ji th 
it~ BY February of 1945, on tho unitls first operational birthday9 it took stock and 

". 
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found that it stood second in the ETO in the number of enemy planes destroyed in 
combatc. At that time the 56th Group ,.;as leading, but it had been in combat. almost 
twice as long'> After one year the group was credited with 586! enemy aircraft des­
troyed, and had in itts ranks 45 pilots who had more than five victories and there~ 
fore were naces"c- Probably the day the personnel of the'357th were proudest of'was 
the 14th of January 1945., on this day, with 56 machines airborne the group flew an 
escort mission to Derben, only a few miles from Berlin~ The three sqdns w~re flying 
at different levels with the possibility in mind of setting up a mousetrap play0 The 
chance came near the target when a large number of German fighters, both Me 109ts1 
and FW 190 • s jumped the bombers<> The trap was sprung and in a wild rat-race lasting 
about 30 minutes 9 56! German aircraf·t. were shot down~ with a loss of three Mustangs. 
The utn was a machine sha:red with another grp 0 Most est.imnt.es of Luftwaffe aircraft 
engaged ranged close to 200~ For this action the group rectd the Unit Citation for 
what was a record number of enemy aircraft shot down in one day0 

During the middle and latter half of 1944 the "D" model aircraft had [?een ra~ 
idly replacing the older ni3n models9 and a fov1 HKII model machines >-:ere doliveredo 
The only visible difference between the nnn and the "Ka vms the p!'opcller_, the 
former having a Hamilton.? and the latter having an Aoroproductso BY the end of the 
year almost all airplanes Here in a natural fil'1.ish, and ~he 1rivasion stripes had all 
but disappoaredQ 

During the first year in action the group had had a number of commanders, the 
first operational commander being Colo Henry Spicer9 until he was shot down and 
became a prisoner., Col@ Irvin nregnc >vas commander at the end of one yearQ As for 
the 362nd Sqd.n . ., :Najor Broadhead had been commander for most of the time after the 
loss of Co~ Egncs~ After Major Broadhead finished his tour and returned to the 
zone of ]nterior, IvJ:ajor Len Carson assumed command9 a position he held until the ond 
of the ware At tho end of the first year in action 11ajor Carso:J. was the grp :b..i.gh 
scorer Hith 22 victories., Ma.jor England was closo behind uith 19, as wore Najors 
Peterson and Andcrsono With·the coming of spring 1945 the v~ctories~ and the losses: 
piled. up more slowly" The Luftwaffe was not fighting so often now,9 preferring to 
pick the time and place, they appeared to be defond.ing only certain targerts of 
value to themo Late in !1arch the 362nd lost one of it:s favorite pi1ots3 Lt, otto 
nnittioll Jenldnsc Of indian extraction, nnittielt Jenkins 1-ms an excellent fighter 
pilot, and at the time of his death was credit€d with 12 victories~ on the 24th of 
IVJ:arch he flev.r his last mission before he was duo to return to the st.a+-cs;; and on 
returning from this mission he buzzed the operations shacka In doing so he struck 
a tree and crshed, killing himself instantlyo Tho aircraft., G4··X, named nToolin~ 
Fools Rovengon -vms completely destroyed and burnodn Years later, in 19523 bits. of 
the wockago -vmro still to be found in tho area~ 

And so in mid-summer of 1945 as tho war rolled to an exhausted step, so did the 
357th Figpter Group, and all of their brothers at arms in tho other Allied serviceso 
on VE Day, and on tho follmving day, thoro was much celebrating_, and much discussion 
of how soon we vJOuld be going homo, or would be going to tho Far East to help subdue 
the Japs;) 11Jith the collapse of this nation.? soon aft.orp this trip was spared uso It 
was not long after the end of the wax- that 357 found it vms one of tho few grps boing 
sent to Germany on occupation duty~~ For the next month there was feverish acti·vity 
getting ready to move:; and one and all wore amazed at how much junk could accumulate 
over a period of a year and a half~:~ But along iv'i th the moving preparatio::J.s the grp 
had time to sum up the 1-.rork of tho last year and a half, and soe hm-v it stoodo 
Summed up in a fow cold faot-s.ll it worked out like this.~ 314 missions had been flown,r­
during which 709 enemy aircraft had been destroyod.s 600 of these in the air, 180 more 
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wer8 listed as darnaged9 ui th our losses about l/5th of t,he victor:Les0 357 was 
the first grp to fly single engined over Berlin, and it carrioo out th• 
most successful shuttle bombing escort to Russia and backo The figures o.f 
enemy aircraf'l:, shot down -v.rere official at that time,., but :since the wa'r$ after- much 
study, it was found victory claims by the engaged air .forces were too optom:i.sticc. 
If a st'Udy of the ir.dividual 1ms made to remraluate their v-ictories, :I.t is U..'1•· 

!mo"t-m to the author, 

The groups move to ·the continent was made in tv.u part.s, one· pa.rb going by ship 
across the channel, and then by road convoy, ·to take the hea~r.r equ..~pment and the un:i.~s 
vehiclesQ The remaining eqdpment and personnel 1-vere moved by the lOCth Bomb Group., 
which had inBt.a.lleJ. cargo racks in the bomb bays of itB B~·l7Gi s., 'i'he author was among 
·those flying over.? arriving at the new base in July!~ which the· old Luftwe.ffe base at 
Ne,ib:i.burg, a small tov,n about ten :miles south of Hunich 0n the Salz'ter.·g au-Gcbahn0 The 
change in stations vras certainly for the better.., the living quarters at Lieston had 
been n:i.sson huts .I' but here vie had two story stucco barracks wi t..h two and three man 
rooms, steam heat., and tile bathsa Better hang:u- and maintenance facilities were 
available also, with ench sqdn be:Lng assigned it'> s own hanga:t'o The late summer and 
fall months were ones of great interest:> apent looking over the coun-trysido!' and the 
?esults of the work of the 8th Ail;' Force and of the RAF Bomber Command, these results 
oeing quite evider::.t in Hun:i.ch and other large ci tiese There wero many German aircraft, 
to be examined,'l and thGre was much activity with oaptu:r·ed small arms of all type8~ 
':.here being an almost un.limi.tecl supply of both arms and ammuni tione :Much of the in"' 
... reased spare time v<as spent consuming the good German beer, which was hauled out to 
the base in kegs on GI ·'jru.okso 

There were many German aircraft on the field when we moved in, includiug about 
t..j.Q Ne l09G' sSI and F'~r l9·JM So :Host of these vmre parked :'Ln orderly rows out, in the 
n:i.ddle of the field, in e:x~Jellent condition.~! complete with loaded guns,, 1~ the base 
j'U.t'1ky<:u'd there was quite an assortment of aircraf·h, many of them in fai:r.' condition,~ 
One of these_. a Jun..lwrs Ju 88G5 was lacking iJ.:.~ s starboa.rd engine., and there we:~e 
about ten Jun..kers JU.mo 211 power eggs y.;hich had been remo'tred from J"u 88? 8"' othe!" a/ c 
in the yard were Me lC9¥::.;.9 He llO~s;; Ju 87<:s,: He lllls:t ~1e 262~s, and a Fw 44.) The 
~1e 262 were of special in"tcrest since nost of us had. never seen a· jet-propelled a/c 
.3lose up before.? altho vie hac!' seen Gloster Neteors in fligh-t over our base in England· 
Abot:t a month after arrival t>vo interesting airr:raft were flown into the base by a 
jerma;1 test pilot, 'These wore t,r,JO versions of tho Dornie~c Do 335;:: one a single~sea+.er 
-whlch was the Do 33)A,·1:- aYJ.d the ether was the Do .335A-l03 a tv.'O seat. trainer and 
. .Light, fightez· 5 The sinrJ e seo.ter W<.lS in natural aluminu.rn. colorll and bearing u. So mark 
ings, but the .A-10 was olive dro.'b.., and still carried it's black crosses,, w'it.h the 
cnrrnber n1.].2n painted on tho upper part of it is top vortioal fin0 During the time 
these machines "'ere present the Gcrma .. n piJ.o·~ flelfr them several tines i..'1 mock combat 
;-vi th ot:r Mustangs,, The ]jorn:i..e:rs we~co quite fast;> 'but due to their s:i.ze Here rathm:· 
::!l'Jmsy and no natch for the P~ 51 in a dogfigh to Of course they were not designed .for 
:J.1gfight:ing;1 but for bo:r1beJ.' interception~ a jot 1-Jhich they would no doubt have bean 
:rather good at :i.f finished in time to Se8 comba·!i~. Both aircraft were later flovm 
away; and at least onG of thom -v;as turned over to the RoA.,F._, Fo:r awhile after arrival 
the:r·e v-ras an 1'1e l09G in one of the hangars 1-vl:'J..ch vras undergoing inspectio:-1. 'With the 
1elp of a German meohanics the plan being to fly it.!' as all of the pilots were ea.ger 
t.o tr.r o'..lt. some captur·3d airplaneso Hm-veve.~ before it was l'eady a pilot in ancthe~:­
r;J:'OU? vras kil:-ted wh:L:e flying an Fw 190.)1 and orde::-s ca<11e thru that no enemy aircraf"h 
,rould be flown!' so ourn vms towed to the junkyard.o 



In october tho authqr~ s turn came, cmd. possessing enough points he started 
trip homeo The 357th Fighte~ Q:r~oup ended itYs days here in the shadow of Munich$ 
over which it•s aircraft had flown so much, both in war and occupation~ In 1946 
the group was deactivated on paper, and the 33rd Fighter Group activated to take 
place~ This. was a:lso soon disbanded, and the 86th Fighter Group was formed~e The 
author servetl again ·with this latter unit in 1948/49 at which time they were equip­
ped with F-47D Thunderbolts~ This group is still in Gol~ny, although not at 
Munich anymore;, 

End 

THE AIR FORCE MUSEUM 

The official Air Force Museum,·wrigh~Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, is a 
~ontinuation of the old McCook Field Museum established in 1923. The Museum was . 
closed to the public during World War II, and opened·again in a new location after­
the war., At present the Museum is loco.ted in Building 89$ a large war~time· engine 
overhaul shop, with approximately l75sOCIJ sqc· fto of ;floor space available for 
exhibition purp.oses., The Museum, with its 20p000 or more items of early and recenv 
equipment pertaining to aircraft and a·viation, is said to be the most complete 
collection of its kind in the worldo In addition to the material $quipment in the 
museum proper, the museum library contains approximately 675,000 separate documents 
and photographs, some of which date as far back ?-S 1903o. 

Aircraft on exhibit in the Museum include o. Con5olidatod PTMl» SPAD VII, 
Lockheed F-80R, a Russian'Yak9 a Zlin 26, .a prototype of the X-3 9 and various 
experimental helicopters, gliders, and parasite planesc In addition Lindbergh's 
Lockheed HSiriuslf has recently been given to the MUSOU!ilo i.A]e will publish a more 
completq list of the aircrat!i as soon as it becomes av~lableo 

Admission is free and tho Museum is opc:ri daily,· except Saturday, from 9:30 .AM 
w 3:30 PM., It is also open each Sunday afternoon from 1:00 to 5:00 PM. Closed on 
legal holidayso ·The Museum is located in Building 89, Area c, Wright-Patterson .Air 

' 'Force Base·, Ohio., Please· enter through Gate 35-c9 which is at the liest end of Main 
street in Fairborn,:~· approximately 11 miles east of Dayton on state Route 4,, Bus 
service is availab!e to and from Dayton and Springfield along State Route 4o In 
addition adequate free parking ·space is available for automobiles~ 

See page 99 for Photograph of s~trance to Museum~ 

U"S •. ARMY -u.s, AIR FORCE. FIGHTER PLANES 

A most interesting new'booky by member Ed Farley, containing three view 
scale.draif.i_ngs of all available fighters from the P~l to the F-100 has ·just been 
published. In.addition to the draWings many'pertinont points on colors, model 
designations· and modifications, are also include.do 

r'l • 
Copies u1ay be purchascid from E ,J~ Farley, :->480 Allamapda Dro 5 tTacksonvi.llo;; 

Florida" Price ~n.,oo. per copy • . 


