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"L th0 star1. Jl th~;; l94U Aar periodp whe:a ,:,ffic:;.aJ.. n.ames for ;:;ervice .i.Lrcral­
:.J~.;gan~ most ships were given proud 11 popular D?ffiesn by which it was hoped tl1at thE 
<rario"t;.S models Hould become known, and this practice has beer1 continued up to the 
present time.,. Howevery the pilots and grour.d crei-YS who operated these aircraft 
soon came up Hith more appropriate names for themo \'l!e are goine to list a fevl u1 

theS8:~ but all of you ex Air Force people v-Jill sureJ..y remember many more which yo· 
1sed at your bases 

Lt. must be remembe:r·ed that certain aircraft nick-nc>.mes would not 1.ook too wel 
.~..n }!rint 3 so we shall stick wi. th those of the 11 family nowspapcrn type,. \AJhen 
thoughts stray to fighter air..::raft who can forget the P-47 11 ThunderboJ.t11 vlhich 
became more nffectionately known as the n Jug 11 to the boys v-iho flow them~ Early 
straight ... wing F'~·Bh • s -vwre called 11 Blunder-Jets" which vias not quite as mighty as 
the official ti tls of "Thunder jet:t P certain oth~;;r pilots have renamed the proud 
F-89 11 Scorpion11 as the "Allison Time Bomb"; the BT-13 1 s lvere sarcastically called 
"Vultoe Vibrators:'; while the Cessna AT-8 <md AT·-17 was known as the 11 Eamboo 
BomberH; and the current T-33 is bettei." knov-m as the ilT-B:i.:cd'!" 'l'he old c-4 Ford 
Tri~motor ~<ms called tlTin Goose11 by both military and civilian people, the f&'110US 
C-47 becmne unooney Birds" to the crews, and the later Fairchi.ld C-82 and C-119 
ripae;kets'f are just IIFlying Boxcarsn., The old Martin B-26 was well know:1 by seYej~e. .... 
lJnofficial titlesJl however He shall use the best known one, 11'\'li'idow Makern:; cmd 
allow the others to gather dust., The little known Douglas XB-43 is called the 
!'Fraga and the 11 Gre.sshoppe:r" due to its twin pilot bubble canopys, and the little 
L-4 "Cub" was always the 11 Maytag }fesserschmittn, In addition to these who can 
forget the Navy;s famous 11 Dumbo 11 ) the PBY "Catalina11 ., 

'The military has no monopoly on these unofficial nick~na:mes ~ just t..c pick "· 
few there is the Douglas DC-3 which is often called the "Dj_zzy Thx-ee:r by it,s air~ 
crews, while the familiar· .Aeronca is called the 11 .Airnocker";.; and the Taylorcrafts 
have been so widely named "T-Crafts 11 that one seldom hears them called by their 
'lropor name· 

These little known m.ck-names are a real part of .American Aircraft history; 
givir.g those of us who were never associated with the plane some idea of how the 
cre\'JS felt about them 9 and in the final analysis who is better qualified to name 
tho ship thnn those ~vho flew them, so vJhiJ..e you knovl the aircraft by its official 
i;:,~:Ji.gnation and manufacturers specifications take· time out to grin a little over 
?oroo of the intimate nick-names they were called when they were in their prime9 

~:ditors Uot~;;~ ?least; send in your additions to this article so that. ;-;t::J ma;y 
compile a comprehensive list over a period of tir.lG· In addiL.1 
we might give some thought to slang turms for other- aviation 
items aud cor~ditions etc, If they c::.re suitable to print ple.:1se 
send them J..n ;md vie "rill start. a 11 Dictiona:r-y o.f ~viation Slangtr 


