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20, January 29, 1917. The dimensions are essential ly
the same as those given in the Burgess catalog.
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Periodicals: Flvinq (monthly) and Aerial @ t{eeklv
provide good coverage of this period. Both these mag-
azines were published in New York, and are on file at
the l{idener Library, Harvard University. The newspaper
material is from the Lynn Daily Evening ltem, which is
on f i le at the Essex I nst i tute, Salem, Massachusetts.
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EDITORTS N0TE: Preceding this fourth part of 'rThe
Burgess Story" in the J0URNAL were: Part I - l9l0 in
Vol 10, No 2; Part 2 - l91l-1912 in Vol 10, No 4; and
Part 3 - l9l 3-1914 in Vol I l, No 2. These earl ier
parts covered the entry into aviation activites of
W. Starl ing Burgess and the formation and development
of the company bear i ng h i s name. Part 5, wh i ch wi I I
appear in either the Spring or Summer issue of the
JOURNAL next year, wi I I tel I of the Iast two years
of operation of The Burgess Company, under the Cur-
tiss organization, and its end less than a year aft-
er Starl ing Burgess severed al I connections with the
company to report for military duty in l,/ashington.

The telling of The Burgess Story has become one
of the finest accompl ishments of the JOURNAL, and it
would never have been possible without the wonderful
work and dedicated research of Bart Gould, who lives
at I! l./alnut Street, Newburyport, Mass. 01950.
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2. SCOPE

a. The instructions contained herein wi I I
apply to the fol lowing types of US and BRITISE-ir-
craft:
(l ) Fighters and fighter-bombers.
(2) Tactical and photographic reconnaissance aircraft.
(3) Aircraft employed in spotting for naval gunfire

and field artillery.
Li ght bombers.
Medi um bombers.
Troop carrier aircraft, including four engine types.
Gl ider tugs, including four engine types.
Liaison aircraft and Air 0Prs employed in forward
areas for fire spotting and adjustment or for
advanced a i rcraft cont rol .

(9) Coastal Command, Air Sea Rescue and disembarked
Fleet Air Arm aircraft except seaplanes and four
enqine aircraft which need not be marked.

h. These instruct ions wi I I not apply to the
following classes of aircraft:-
(l ) Four engi ne bombers.
(2) Air transports.
(3) GI i ders.
(4) Night f ighters.
(S ) Seap I anes .

3. GENERAL

a. The instructions contained herein wi I I be
effective on the day of the assault and thereafter
until it is deemed advisable to change. Aircraft will
be given distinctive markings as shortly before the

The exact size, color and positioning of the
d i st i nct i ve marki ngs (common I y referred to as therrlnvasion Stripes") appl ied to the Al l ied aircraft for
the invasion of France in June 1944, has been the sub-
ject of much controversy and manyrrexpert" opinions
during the ensuing 23 years. Late in 1965 tne writer
was able to Iocate the position of the original opera-
tional memorandum and was fortunate enough to get it
final ly declassified from the original ITOP SECRET"
security classification. The declassification is
dated l0/12/66 and the copy sent to the writer was
postmarked October 17,1966. This historic document
i s now presented i n i ts ent i rety, together wi th the
original distribution I ist.
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DI STINCTIVE MARKING . AIRCMFT

I. OBJECT
The object of this memorandum is to prescribe

the distinctive markings which wi I I be appl ied to US

and BRITISH aircraft in order to make them more easi ly
identified as friendly by ground and naval forces and
by other f riendly aircraft.
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day of the assault as it is possible in order to pro-
tect the effectiveness of their use.

!.. These instructions are in no way intended
to change the present US and BRITISH national markings
now in use, namely: the USAAF white star on a white
hor i zonta I bar ; and the MF red, wh i te and b I ue
rounde I .

4. DISTINCTIVE MARKINGS
a. Single enqine aircraft.

(t) Upper and lower winq surfaces of aircraft listed
in paragraph 2 a above, wi I I be painted with five
white and black stripes, each eighteen inches
wide, paral lel to the longitudinal axis of'the
airplane, arranged in order from center outward;
white, black, white, black, white. Stripes wi I I

end six inches inboard of the national markings.
(2) Fuselaqes wil I be painted with f ive parallel white

and black stripes, each eighteen inches wide,
completely around the fuselage, with the outside
edge of the rearmost band eighteen inches from the
leading edge of the tai lplane.

b. Twin enqine ai rcraft.
(r) uppEr ffi"r of aircraft Iisted

in paragraph 2 a above, wi II be painted from the
engine nacel les outward with five white and bl6ck
stripes, each twenty-four inches wide, arranged
in order from center outward: white, black, white,
black, white.

(2) Fuselaqes wi I I be painted with five paral lel white
and black stripes, each twenty-four inches wide,
completely around the fuselage, with the outside
edge of the rearmost band eighteen inches from
the I ead i ng edge of the ta i I p I ane.

c. Four enqine troop carrier ai rcraft and
ql ider tuqs.

(l) Same as for twin-engine aircraft, wing stripes to
be outboard of the outer engine nacel les.

g. Stripes will in no case be painted over the
national markings, which take precedence. l./ing stripes
wi I I extend from leading edge to trai I ing edge of wings.
Special equipment, such as deicer boots, will not be
painted over.

e. Types of paint to be employed:
(l) USMF Units - as directed by the Commanding

General of the Air Force concerned.
(2) MF Units - as directed by the appropriate

BRITISH agency.
f. At Appendix rAr are sample sketches of

ai rcraft pai nted accordi ng to these i nstruct ions.
5. BRIEFING

Army, Navy and Air Commanders will disseminate
complete information concerning these distinctive mark-
ings to all troops under their commands no earlier
before the dav of the assault than will insure the
complete distribution of the information.

By command of General Eisenhower:
t/. B. Smith

Lieutenant General , U. S.Army,
Chief of Staff.OFFICIAL:

H. R. BULL,
Major General,
Assistant Chief

DISTRIBUTION:
Allied Naval Commander, Expeditionary Force,
Command-in-Chief, 2l Army Group,
Commanding Genera l,Fi rst US Army Group,
Air Commander-in-Chief, AEAF,
The Secretary, The Admiralty,
The Under Secreta ry of Ste, The l./a r 0f f ice

(mo 3)
Commanding General, ET0USA
Commander- i n-Chief , Home Forces,
The Under Secretary of State,The Air Ministry
Commanding General, USSTAF,
Ai r Off i cer Command i ng, Bomber Command

r./INTER - 1967

Chief of Combined 0perations,
The Secretary, Chiefs of Staff Committee,

Off i ces of the War Cab i net,
The Secretary, Combined Chiefs of Staff,

I,/ashington, D.C.
0PD, War Department, Iy'ashington, D.C.
OPD, Navy Department, Washington, D.C.
A.F.H.Q.
Supreme Commander, SHAEF,
Deputy Supreme Commander,
Ch i ef of Staff,
Deput y Ch i ef of Staff ,
Chief Admi ni strat ive Off icer,
Adj utant Genera I ,
Secretary Genera I Staff,
AC of S, G-|,
AC of S, G-2,
AC of S, G-3,
AC of S, G-4,
AC of S, G-5,
Ch i ef Eng i neer,
Chief Signal 0fficer,
Publ ic Relations Division,
Headquarters Commandant,
S oa res
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OF D I ST I NCT I VE MARKI NGS
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not to be painted
white stripes.
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