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Airplones of fhe lsf Pursuit Group-1919-1939
By R0BERT t. CRUANAGH

This and the fol lowing two pages briefly i I lus-
trate the talk given by Robert L. Cavanagh at the
recent Dearborn symposium, the 4th Annual Central
States Aero Historians Meeting.

Mr. Cavanaghrs paper ent i t l ed "Ai rp l anes and

Markings of the First Pursuit Group", covered in
detai I the many types of aircraft and the myriad
markings used by the lst Pursuit Group from l9l9
to 1939. Research help came from Fred C. Dickey,
Jr and Maj Thomas H. Ellis, USAF (net).

Bob Cavanagh has been notable in previous issues
of the JOURNAL for two major articles--"Curtiss
rHawksr in the Army" (Vol 6, Nos 2 e 4) and 'rBoeing
PW-9s in the U. S. Army" (Vol J, Nos 2 a 4). In

addition, he served as Regional Vice-President of
the A.A.H.S. in the Central States area and was a

prime mover in the lst, 2nd and 3rd Central States
Aero Historians Meetings. A full article on the
Ist Pursuit Group wi I I appear in a later J0URNAL'

Selfridge Field, now Selfridge Ai r Force Base,

wi I I celebrate its 50th Anniversary on Juty 8th
this year. lt has been the horne of the lst PG

from July l9?2 to December l94l and the home of
I st F i ghter Group/F i ghter Wi ng s i nce August 1955 '
Many oi the famous men of the Ai r Force served i n

the lst during pre-l^/W | | days and will be on hand

to participate in the anniversary celebration'

Deriving from the A.E.F.ts First Pursuit Group, the

lst Pursuit Group was activated at selfridge Field in
August l9l9 with the 27th' 94th, 95th and l47th Aero

Soiadrons. In 1921 the l47th was redesignated the l/th,
in 1922 all units were redesignated Pursuit Squadrons,

and in 1927 the 95th was transferred to March Field'
Unti I 1930, the lst was the only Pursuit Group in the
U. S. It was assigned the task of pioneering cold wea-

ther operation and of rapid cross-country movement' By

appearances at air shows and field dedications it be-

came the image of U. S. air power to the public' Dur-

ing much of ihe time it was short of airplanes or pi-
lois or both, yet the Group received and evaluated near-

ly every moael and type of pursuit airplane procured by

theArmy.Itshistorythusparallelspursuit/tighter

p I ane deve I opment dur i ng both the I 920s and the I 930s.
Fi rst postwar ai rplanes assigned to the Group were

85 British-bui lt S.E.!ars, 17 being operable, assigned
at Kelly Field to which the lst moved in August 1919.
In 1920 Spad Xl | | 's with geared 200 hp Hispano engines
were added, and for a time there were seven Fokker
D-Vl lrs, complete with wartime German crosses. ln l92l
the lst Pursuit Group moved to El I ington Field to oper-
ate the Advanced Pursuit School, and several Orenco "D"
ai rplanes were assigned. Pi lots were reluctant to fly
these even after an impressive demonstration in February
1922 bV test pilot Lt Leigh l'/ade f rom McCook Field.

Other Spad Xll Its with 180 hp Hispanos were sent to
the Group as a step in training for the forthcoming Boe-

ing MB-3A. lt then returned to Selfridge field in June

1922. 0nly 2l S.E.5ats were flown back, other planes
going by rai I or being transferred to Kel ly Field. In
iutu 1922, 93 MB-3Ars were delivered to the lst Pursuit
Group, and from then on there was a constant rotation
of types, some remaining for a year or more and others
staying only a short time. Two Loening P\{-2A and eight
Fokker Pl/-5 aircraft came for service test as did seven
SperryrrMessengers" in late 1922.

A long association with Curtiss ai rplanes began in
1924 and lasted unti I 1934 when the Group fully reequip-
ped wi th Boe i ng P-26A's. F i rst came I 8 PI{-8s, some of
which participated each year unti I 1927 i n the Mitchel I

Troohv Races. P-ls and P-2s appeared in 1925 (one was

converted to P-6) and left in 1928. P-lA's came in 1926

and went out in 1929, P-lBts were del ivered in Iate
1926 as were thr.ee P-5s and four P-3A's, and 3l P-lCrs
came early in 1929.

The years 1928 to 1930 were the low tide for the
lst Pursuit Group. sometimes there were three pi lots
to each pursuit plane, and at one point Selfridge had

only 3l pursuit and 7 observation planes for the lst
Pursuit and the separate l5th 0bservat ion Squadron'

Under such conditions, the lst joyful ly welcomed P-5s

in November 1929. Thereafter, its squadrons received
and operated Boeing P-l2Bts, P-l2Dts, Curtiss P-6Ers

Berl iner-Joyce YIP-15s, P-l2J]s, P-26Ars and consolidat-
ed p_3oA/pB-2A aircrafi. tn the last years of the 1930s

."ru l"u"rsky P-l!s and Curtiss P-36Ats'
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Last o.l' u^artinte oirplanes rt'as Spacl XIII rith 180 hp Hispctrto
engine-I7th Squadron ot Self ridge. 1922. ( .\1. Copp )

"$'!wry,.* .r.,

I{o 2 cluring .\[ag o.l' 1921. (Caranugtrh Collectionl

In lote 1922 the lst Pttrsttit Group receiued post-tt'ur pursuits,
Boeinrl '\(B-SA's-9!tlt Hot-in-Ring1 insiqniu. ( .\1. Coptt)

Czzrliss I'Wt-8s lirted up lor 1924,l.Iitcltell Troph4 Roce. Persortol ittsic.tttict ort "57' ,:till rteecls icluttilic'utiotr. (US,-].F')
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lst Group at Georqe Wtashington Bi-Centenirtl trIititaru Tournuntent, Chicugct. Jttttc 1932. P-68"s urttl P-16s. (CaL:anoglt Cctll)

94th Pursuit Squadron Boeing P-12D, serial 31-265, u:ith the Indian
Head insignict ott the engine cou'\. (Cauanagh Coll)
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Berliner-JoUce YIP-16 rith the 94th Squoclt'c.trt ittsittttiaottl4purtiull4
apptiecl to the luselagle. ( R. Rese cker )

.'.":"ffi
19,16-37. ( P. Kline )
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Cottsolidrrtcd PB-2A. serictl 35-10, the tLlpe trhiclt equippecl thc 27tlt I'ttrsuit Sqttodrott in


