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Lopet crnd Uniform Insigniq
By ED YOUNG

0f the various means by which aeronautical history
can be depicted, one of the most colorful is that of
preserving civi I ian lapel insignia and ai rl ine and mi l-
itary urriform insignia wings. Several A.A.H.S. Members

have notable col lections as does the St. Francis flyerrs
chapel of the Mi ss ion I nn at Rivers i de, Cal i forni a. The
authorrs col lection now represents 50 years of aviation
history, having been started in l9l5 by his father,
J. E. "Brigrr Young, while employed at the t/right-Martin
Company in Los Angeles. Not until 1933 or 1934, howev-
eF, did it start to resemble a collection when the ac-
cumulated insignia pins were taken from the usual chiff-
onier drawer, mounted in a small frame and placed in his
office at the Douglas Aircraft Company plant in Santa
Monica. The time was fortunate as it was about that
time that Douglas pi lots were del ivering DC-2s and DC-3s

to a variety of customers and began vying with each
other in obtaining pins for the col lection. At the time
of the elder Youngrs death in 1943, the collection had
402 insignia pins on display.

Today the col lect ion has approximately 1,300 differ-
ent pieces from about 102 different countries. Insignia
fron 69 different U. S. aircraft manufacturers recal I

nostalgic memories of such names as Brewster, Stearman,
Stinson, ly'aco, Timm, Seversky, Atlantic (Fokker--U.S.A.,
personal ly contributed by Anthony Fokker), Chance Vought,
Consol i dated Ai rcraft, Curt i ss, Detroi t (Lockheed) ,

Fleetwings, Harlow, Piasecki, Kel lett Autogi ro, Lowe-
Wi I lard-Fowler, Vega, Vultee and others no longer about.

Insignia pins and pi lot wings from 83 U. S. airl ines
graphical ly show not only the growth of that industry
but the historical progression leading to current major
carriers. Notable examples are Ludington Airlines which
was absorbed into Eastern Air Transport, which then be-
came Eastern Ai r Li nes. Another i s the traceabi I i ty of
Tt/A from the Aero Corp of California to Transcontinental
Air Transport, to T.A.T./Maddux, to Transcontinental
Western Air, then to Trans t^Jorld Airlines. Similarly,
Western Air Express is traceable to its integration into
TV/A then the "unmergey''to f{estern Ai r Li nes. Un ited
Air Lines of today can be traced back to Boeing Air

Transport , Nat i ona I Ai r Transport, Varney Speed Li nes,
Pacific Ai r Transport, and its relatively recent merger
with Capital Airl ines--the latter itself evolving from
Pennsylvania Central Ai rl ines.

Even the course of U. S. mi I itary aviation history
is evident--starting with the Mi I itary Aviator wings of
the Army Signal Corps Aviation Section, the Army Air
Corps and Army Air Force to the missi le launch crewrs
i ns i gn i a of todayrs USAF.

Simi larly, aeronautical history of other countries
can be depicted by means of lapel and uniform insignia,
from the names of early aviation pioneers to the govern-
ment sponsored air carriers of the newly establ ished
nations, from de Havilland to Air Malawi, Air Mali, Air
Congo, Air Guinee and others. As a further example,
World l./ar ll is graphically recalled by the insignias
of Messershmitt, Dornier, Focke Wulf, Heinkle, Mitsu-
bishi, Nakaj ima. Kawanishi as wel I as repl ica pins of
P-38s, P-!ls, B-25t, B-l/s, B-24s, C-41s, P-4-/s, etc.

An especially interesting aspect is observing the
evolution of insignia design, noting, for instance,
that the ai r forces of nations formerly associated with
the Brit ish Commonwealth adhere to the RAF I'droop"-fea-
ther pi lot wing format with appropriate modifications,
usually in embroidered cloth design. 0n the other
hand, count r i es wh i ch may have been i nf I uenced by the
U.S.A. tend toward rnetal pilot wings with the wing de-
sign being simi lar to that used in the U. S. Tradition-
al ly, the usual pi lot wing has been a pair of feathered
wings, with a right hand or left hand wing denoting a

copi lot or other crew member. 0f special interest is
the modern note evident in the ltalian Air Forcers four
feather wi ng des i gn, denot i ng, qu i te natura I I y, a

helicopter pilot.
Related to al I this are the interesting stories be-

hind the designs of the various insignias. Mitsubishi,
for instance, being located on the bend of a river where
nat ura I edd i es occur, se I ected the r i pp I es of an eddy as

the basis of their insignia. Reportedly, on Hughes Air-
craftrs 5-pointed star, each point represents a crew
member of Howard Huqhesr speed dash around the world.

One of the four major display
panels created to shout author
Ed Young's collection o.f lapel
and unijbrm insignia. Such in-
signia are e rorthu u'uy ol
recording u u iu t i o n historu,
und in tlte words o.f the atttltor,
"Who knows ltou' nnny other
entbryonic collectiorts are ly-
ing dormant in the bureutt
drauters oJ other A.A.H.S.
Mertrbers-or u.hat art A.A.
H.S. Iapel pin itself'tL'ottld look
like u'ltcrt and i.l one is c're-

atedl " ( .4rt ,\,[orLtuonta )
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S<trttc <sf lltt, trirtrl,* itt Ecl yottrtrt'.s c'oll<,r'tiott..f rorrt tttp uncl lel't ttt riglltt. lst RotL': Oluntpic Airuulls ( Greece,

pilot. 1g5l) ). I',(tstL,t.p .\ir'I'nrrtsltort (pilot. 19:11). Hou'uiiurt Airlines (piktt. 1957). Arge ntirte Air L'orce (military

(rri(tlor. 1g62). )rt4 liLttL'; D<ttttirtic'rtn Air l,'rtx'c (pilot,1957 l. IlcL'erc Airu'or/s (pilot, 1950 1, Trutts Mor de Cortes

,.lirlittt,s (.llt,.ti<.6. pitot. t9.58 l. ()otttlor-1,'luryclit'nst (Gt'rrrtrtn4. I'ilt.tt,1964).,Jrtd r?orr'.' Derbtl At'irrtiort (Ertqland,

1til6t. t!)6-1 1. Cotttltrttrirr rlt, .'\tirtciott "l.'uttt't'tt" (l'aru. pil<tt Ig50t. I'ortuqucsc Air I"orcc (pi[ot. 1963), Sfroits

,\ir l"rt,i(t lt1 
'.i7.r.t,.ss 

Ltc! (N'ctr Zeuluncl . pitot. 1962). 4tlt Ror: Inclortesictrt ,'\ir l'orcc (.1 irst pilot, 1962), Lucl-

ittqtstr..\irlitrt,,s(1tilot.l9ii0t. Ilultt,r;lirZ'rrtttsport(Austroliu.pilot. 1959 1. W'-tAC (IVicleriu) Ltcl Airu'ctys (pilot,

1960t. .jth llorr: Irrrrli ;\irtrutl,s (pitot. 1950t. 7'rattsltuc'i.lic' Airlines (pilr,tt. 1959), Cupital Airlittes (pilot, 1961),

Lirr jt,llL1r1..lrr'lrrrcs ( Strcclctr. pilot. 1961 ). 6tlt Rnrc:ll'uiluirCttttuclu Ltd (pilot. i,963 t. Italiurt Air I'orce ( bonrbar-

dit,r. 1!162,1. 'I'trttrs,.\ir Lttl (('rtttrtrlrt. pilot.I959). C<ttttportio.llc.t'ic'rttta dc At,irtc'itttt (pilot). Ttlt Rotr': Arrrtstrong

ll'lrittrttrtlt;\ir-t.nrlt (littqlrtnd. 19181. Johnsort l'lainq.5crlrc'c (pilot.1963l. Robirtsort Airlines (pilot' 1951), Pan

..\rrrt,riL.rttt (]rut,t,..lp'1'rrr7s //'.1,\',-l GR.\. pitrtt. 1938).8ttt lior: Ituliott Air F<trce ( radio operutior, 1962 I' Britauia

(llrtrtlrttrtl . tg(jl ). Rtrtn,* .-1 r,r't,rrs <lc ('olorttbio (pilot. 1960 1.,1 o'<.rllns I'ertente,'lirtt'nr/s (pilot. 1964)' 9tlt Rou:
(rtlt,rl.ttrrtrt .lr.rr.arls ( S<'otlrtrtc! . pitot. 1961l. ^5rrlr1ru'c's Luqclien-s (Soutlt-rrest Alricu, pilttt. 1963 1, ltlutiortal Air-

rrrttl.s ('Ltt'1t ( '\rtttllt .\.l rico, pilttt. 19(i,'i ).
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