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This is an articlc on thc rrrarl.inqs and color scherrres
oF a renrarl.ab le and rathcr un iqLrc a i rcraf t, McDonne 1 1 | s

F-4 Phantonr ll. lt Lrill not atter-rpt to chronicle its
rrany rccords, versions, dirrrensions or capabilities' all
of r'rh ich have been 1'er I ly covered in other pub I icat ions .

Tlre- f i rst Un itcd States Al 1-Serv ice f i ghter a i rcraf t
ol'the jct age, it is now servinq all three air arnrs--
Navy, Marine and Air Force. First f lor'.rn as the F4H-l on

ltay 2J, 1958, it later becarre F-4A under the net.r air-
craft designation systenr. Over 1500 Phantom I I's have
becn produced since 1958, and it probably is the only
true Mach 2.5 aircraft in full operational service any-
r';hcre in the world.

Entcr i ng squadron serv i ce i n February 1961 , F-4A
aircraft lvere assigncd to VF-l2l for transition train-
ing, and in July 1961, VF-l0l reccived its first Phan-
tom llrs. Both squadrons \'iere assigned the role of
Flcct Indoctrination training of F-4 pilots. VMFA-314
becanre the f irst Marine squadron to operate the F-4B in
August 1952, and since that tinre 35 operational Navy and
Marine squadrons have f lorvn the Phantonr ll.

Standard Navy and Marine color schenre for the F-4
is Light Gul I Gray (fea. Standard Color No 36440) on al I

upper surf aces and Ins ign ia White (f SC l.to 17875) on un-
dcr surfaces and both sides of the horizontal and verti-
cal control surfaces. The leading edge of all flying
surfaces are natural rnetal, and the large radome is
Blacl. (f SC lo 37038). Hor.rever, sonre aircraf t have the
radoine painted Gloss !/hite. The national insignia is
located on the fuselage sides just forlvard of the i,ring
leading edge and aft of the air intake, being 32 inches
in dianreter. Wing insignia,43 inches in dianreter, are
located on the upper port and loi.rer starboard surfaces
and centered on the tving tip folding line. Radio Call
Nunrbers, the last f our d ig its of the BuAer nurlber, are
carried in trvo different locations, dependinq on the
desiqn appIied to the taiI surfaces. Blac[ flUmera1s,

12 inches in height, are appl ied either to the lower
section of the fin area or to the upper fuselage sec-
tion just beiovr the forward fin area. NAVY or MARINES,

in letters 24 inches high, is located on the aft section
of the fuselage sides just above the trai I ing edge of
the lvings.

The individual aircraft number, consisting of three
numerals, is carried on the foru;ard section of the fuse-
lage sides, and it is also repeated on the upper rudder
area or fin area, using either the three nunlerals or
just the last one or two. The squadrons vrithin a Car-
rier Air Wing are identified by colors and numbers 1s

I'o I lovrs :

lst Squadron - Insignia Red Nos lOl-Up
2nd Squadron - Orange-Yellor.t Nos 201-Up

3rd Squadron - Light Blue tios l0l-Up
4th Squadron - | nternat i ona I Orange Nos 40 1 -Up

!th Squadron - Li ght Green Nos 501 -Up
6th Squadron - B I ack Nos 60 I -UP
Other (VFP) Sqdns - Maroon Nos 90 1 -Up

Note : Ai rcraft f I oivn by Squadron or Group Com-

manders carry aircraf t nurnbers lOO, 200,400, etc.,
depending on the squadron to which the aircraft
is assigned.

Some aircraft also carry the squadron designation, i.e.
VF-84, and the nanre of the carrier to vuhich the squadron
i s ass i gned, i .e. USS I NDEPENDENCE, on the aft sect i on

of the fuselage sides. Standard jet intake vrarning tri-
ang 1 es are I ocated j ust forward of the i ntakes on the
fuselage sides and ejection seat r^rarnings are located
belolv the cocl<pit area rvith tlvo triangles on each side
of the fuselage. Numerous instructional stenci I ing is
aoolied to all parts of the aircraft.

Carrier Air Wings (CVW) are assigned Unit ldentify-
ing Letters to be appl ied on the vertical tai I surfaces
of a I I a i rcraft ass i gned to the \di ng. East coast CVW

ietters beqin rvith an "A" and tvest coast ietters begin
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with an rtNrr. Fol lowing is a I ist of the Unit ldent if y-
i ng Letters :

AB CV\^/- I NE CVI/-2

AC CVW-3 NF CVW-5

AD RCVI./-4 NG CVI^/-9

AE CVI^/-5 NH CVW- l I

AF CVw- I 3 (No I onger used) NJ RcVw- I 2
AG CVI^/-7 NK CVI.{-14

AH CVW- 16 NL CV\^/- 15

AJ CVI/-8 NM CVi/- 19

AA CVw-17 NP cvw-21 (No F-4 sqdns)
Marine Air t^/ings use a sl ightly dif ferent system in

that the Unit ldentifying Letters are assigned to the
squadrons, thus giving each squadron a different set of
identifying letters. Following is a list of MAt/ Unit
I dent i fy i ng Letters :

MAI4/-2

VE VMFA-I I5
DI/ VMFA-25I
r^/s UMF N323
t^/F VMFA-5 I 3
EC VMFA-53 1

CY VMCJ-2

MA\^/-3

DC VMFA- I 22
DR VMFA-3 I 2
vw VMFA-3 r4
r^/H vMF A-542
TN VMCJ-3
RM VMCJ- r (MAw- I )

It should be noted that when Marine squadrons are
assigned to carrier duty, they retain their Marine Unit
ldeniifying Letters and do not adopt the letters of the
CVt{ to which they are ass igned.

The individual aircraft numbers for Marine F-4s also
di ffer from the Navy system i n that Mari ne a i rcraft are
numbered from I thru 24, with numbers continuing on if
there are more aircraft assigned to the particular
squadron. Usual ly the Squadron Commander flys aircraft
No l.

Navy and Marine squadrons have added their Unit
ldentifying Letters and colors to the tai I surfaces of
their Phantom I I's in a host of varying designs. These

markings are shown on the foldout sheet fol lowing page

number I 18. Some squadrons have altered or completely
changed thei r designs since original appl ication, and

an attemot has been made to show the various changes.
Where there is more than one tail drawing for a partic-
ular squadron the earlier design is shown first and,
where known, the date of first use is indicated under
the drawing. As far as security regulations al low the
ta i I drawi ngs depi ct the current squadron marki ngs. I n

addit ion to the tai I surface markings some squadrons
have added the i r squadron i ns i gn i a or other co lor de-
s i gns to the fuse I age s i des .

In l95l the USAF began tests of the F-4, comparing
it to the Air Defense Commandrs Convair F-105A Delta
Dart. The tests showed such a marked superiority over
the F-105 that in March 1962 the Phantom | | was ordered
into production for the Tactical Air Command as the
F-4C. fn July 1962 two U. S. Navy F-4Brs, BuAer numbers
t49405 ana 149406, were loaned to TAC for test and eval-
uation. These aircraft retained their BuAer numbers on

the fin but added, to the fuselage sides aft of the na-
tional insignia, U. S. AIR F0RCE and buzz numbers FJ-405
or FJ-406 and the letters USAF to the upper starboard and

lower port wing surfaces. An oversized TAC insignia
was also added to the fin area.

An unusual feature of production USAF Phantom I I's
is that they retain the Navy color scheme of Light Gull
Gray and lnsignia ldhite, making the type the only air-
craft in the USAF inventory to fly with a standard U. S.

Navy ai rcraft color scheme. This alone must be some

sort of tribute to inter-service cooperation for the
Tri-Service fighter.

Standard USAF markings were applied to the F-4C (or
RF-4C) in either Enamel, Gloss Insignia Blue (FSC No

15044) or Gloss Black (rsc ruo 17038). u. S. AIR FoRcE

and a buzz number, prefix FJ with numerals that are the
last three digits of the aircraft serial number' were
added to both sidesof the fuselage in 12 inch high,
block-type letters. These markings were placed along

SUMMER - tg67

&t:;:'4|

';:;.-:; '

l.-1B, 151487s, I'ront VI--1I4 oboard|JSSKittyHau'kot Andreuts AFB
in Au.clLtst 1965. ( Ricltard Sulliuurt )

Landirtg ctt Naual Air Strttiort Atsugi,JupanirtAttgu'st 1963 is F-48'
150417. l'ront VI'--142. ( Toshio I"uiitct )

ln later vF-142 nrurkings is F'-48. 1522501>, ctt Andreu,s AI'B during
Jutte ol 1965. ( Richard SulliLtttrt 1

'Ft
T,JH 

IE

1,.-1R. 149127, ol l/F.-143 lQnclin.rl ttbourd uss corislellotiort o.fl l,'iet

Nont. I{otrentber 1965. (Wtrt A. Pritcltett )



Page I l5

-*::: '' '. ' :""' 4:'

Morine I" 48. 1522261' o.l' l',lll"A-32,1 at ^\ttdrt u's A.FR ttrt .\ttrlust 28.

1965. ( Richarcl Sullirurt )

the forward section of the fuselage just aft of the air
intakes. This positioning resulted in changing the lo-
cation of the fuselage national insignia to Station
407.58 on the rear fuselage sides, centered on the red
turbine warning stripe. Fuselage insignia sizes are 32
inches in diameter, and wing insignia sizes are 48 inch-
es in diameter, in the same location as on Navy ai r-
craft. The letters USAF were also added to the upper
starboard and lower port wi ng surfaces in letters 2J
inches high. Radio cal I numbers were added to the fin
area in numerals 12 inches high.

A reduced size TAC insignia was positioned on the
vertical fin and has been recorded in two different lo-
cations. However, pos it ion near the rudder hinge I ine
was standard i zed on I ater product i on a i rcraft. Squad-
ron insignia were not authorized to appear on TAC planes.

With the reintroduction of camouflage reguirements
for tact i cal and stri ke ai rcraft, a new color scheme has
been added to the USAF Phantom I lrs. lt is a "Pattern'l
type camouflage and is based on optical principles that
dictate certain non-reflective colors, color configura-
tions and color proportions. With what might be cal led
a jet-age version of the old British WW | | sand and spin-
ach camouflage, USAF F-4Crs now sport a 3-tone upper sur-
face camouf I age pattern cons i st i ng of I uster I ess I acquer
shades--Green, Dark (FSC No 34079) , Green, O.D. (FSC
No 34toz) and Tan (rSC Uo 30219). Bottom surfaces are
painted Gray (rSC ruo 36622).

The appl ication of camouflage has resulted in a
drastic change in standard USAF rnarkings. The letters
U. S. AIR F0RCE and all buzz numbers have been removed
from the fuselaqe and the letters USAF have been remov-

I" {R, 1522151.. ol V'.\It'A-513 ut re.st rrl i/AS Atsttgi clurirttl F'ebruarLl
1961. ( Tocluo Sltiltusrtu^a )

ed from the wing surfaces. The national insignia is
now applied in a miniaturized configuration, 17 inches
in diameter, to the top of the port wing only and to
the fuselage sides, again centered on the turbine warn-
ing stripe. Current marking di rectives do not authorize
the national insignia on the lower starboard wing sur-
face, but some F-4C's do carry the underwing miniature
insignia. The red turbine warning stripe has also been
el iminated from the upper portion of the fuselage so
that it extends downward from the lower edge of the
fuselage insignia to the wing root and also to the low-
er surfaces of the fuse I age.

The Ietters USAF are now applied directly over the
radio cal I numbers on both sides of the vertical fin in
reduced size,6 inch, black characters. Some aircraft
carry only the letters AF above the cal I number. The
ai rcraft radome remains Black. Squadron and organiza-
tional markings are not authorized for use on camouflag-
ed a i rcraft.

Severa I non-standard marki ngs have recent I y been
noted on camouflaged aircraft. The last four digits of
the serial number are repeated in l/hite, 12 inchhumer-
als, on the fin just above the smaller, black letters
USAF and the radio cal I numbers. This is probably done
as an aid to ground identification of the aircraft.
Colors have aiso been added to the entire rudder area.
probably as a flight identification.

Combat use of the Phantom | | in Viet Nam has result-
ed in the reintroduction of mission and victory marks
so common in ly'or ld v/ar | | and Korea. S i lhouettes of
bombs, rockets and pi stols are used to denote bombing,
rocket and top cover mi ss ions. To date there has been
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no record of pi lots adding names or drawings to their
aircraft, but surely this is the next logical step'

Already a combat veteran over Viet Nam. the Phantom

I I is being confirmed as the correct choice for a tri-
service aircraft by Navy, Marine and Air Force pi lots'
The first MIG-21 downed by a U. S. aircraft fell to an

Air Force F-4C piloted by Major Paul T. Gilmore of Ala-
m.igordo, New Mex i co.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: The author wishes to thank the many

A.A.H.S. Members who responded to my request for Phantom

I I markings. Particular thanks to wm. A. Pritchett and

Robt S. Biake of McDonnel I Aircraft Corp., Dt. Jos ' A'
Hande lman, Ri chard C. Su I I i van , James I^/. Fr iedhof f ,

James A. Morrow, f{. J. Meehan, Ha1 Andrews, Rod Cross-
ley, John Andrews' Ernest R. McDowell, James Graham,

Paul D. Stevens, Toshio Fuj ita, Tadao Shibusawa, Wm'

Larki ns, Harry Gann, Lt H. R. Kramer, USAF, Capt H. E '

Paqe 117

Ramsey, USAF, Ensign J. E. Mehrman, Pl0 VX-5, Lt C. D.

Pi lcher, Pl0 VF-103, Erwin J. Bulban and R. W. Harrison.
As far as can be determi ned f rom unoff i c i a I sources 

'
al I Phantom | | squadrons are included in this article.
However, ai rcraft marki ngs bei ng what they are, there
is always the possibi l ity that a squadron u/as omitted-
(Vf-t t has recently converted to F-48 aircraft and car-
ries the AA tail letters of CVL/-17. Infornration on the
exact design of these tai I letters is not avai lable at
the time of this writing.) lf any Member has informa-
t i on on squadrons not i ncl uded, p1 ease vrr i te George J.
Letzter, P.0. Box 2J\, McHenry, I I I i noi s 60050.

EDIT0R'S NOTE: This article is the result of over two
years of work and research by George Letzter, wel I known

for his past work on "Crusader De-Tai is" in Vol /, No 2

and Vol !, No 2. Working right along with him on this
project, doing the drawings' was artist Doc Doxstater.
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