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rlAnnudl Report, Chief of Air Corps , 1930/31", Air Uni-
versity Library, Maxwell Air Force Base.
flAnnual Reports, Engineering Division, 1925/Z6t', Air
University Library, Maxwel I Air Force Base.
THE DEVELOPMENT 0F AIRCRAFT ENGINES by Robert Schlaifer,
Andover Press, 1950.

"Air Service, Engineering Division Technical 0rder #13",
Ai r Force Museum, l,/r ight-Patterson Ai r Force Base.
BRITISH AER0PLANES, l9l4-18 by J. M. Bruce, Putnam.
...And various official performance and test reports
from the archives of the Ai r Force Museum.

AB0UT THE AUTH0R: Merle 0lmsted, of 3213 Southwest Dr,

l{ichita Falls, Texas 75305, retired from the U. S. Air
Force several years ago after a long tour of duty which
brought him a great deal of experience with various
aircraft engines from piston types to jets. This ex-
perience included fi rst hand contact with turbo-super-
chargers. In time this led him to a search for the
facts and story of the beginnings of turbo-supercharged
aircraft in the U. S. Air Service/Arny Air Corps. The
culmination of that search is the article appearing on
these pages.

Merle is one of a very few Members who has written
material for the J0URNAL over nearly its entire period
of existence, and his work is always highly prized.

24th Aero Seuc,dron
Phofo Album

The photos on these pages recently came to light
through the service of Member Lee Enich. In al I prob-
ability they are from the album of a ly'orld War I U. S.
Ai r Service veteran. They natural ly raise several
questions and further identification is invited.

Ground personnel of the 24th Aero Squadron arrived
in England in the latter part of January l9l8 and were
assigned to airf ieldsat l,/ye, London-Colney, Wyton and
Sedgeford, in 'rf I ights.r' The London-Colney f I ight mov-
ed to Crayton a month later. None of these airfields
can be positively identified from the pictures. Each
flight was under the supervision of a U. S. officer,
but the crews trained alongside, and were aided by,
British aircrews. The flying personnel, pi lots and
observers, were undergoing separate fl ight training
and did not join the Squadron until August.

Each aircrew was given instruction on engines and
airplane rigging. The equipment was al I British, how-
ever, and the value of some of this training was lost
when the Squadron received French machines for combat.
After three months as individual fl ights, the Squadron
was brought together at Marborough and continued train-
ing as a single unit until July. Then, being judged
ready for field duty, the Squadron was transported to
France to be temporarily assigned to the 4th Corps 0b-
servation Group at 0urches. There was a further pause
while the mechanics learned the rrnewrr (to tnem) Salmson
242 airplanes, which belonged to the glst Aero Squadron.
The learning process required most of August.

0n the 22nd of August l9l8 the 24th Aero Squadron
moved to Gondreville and secured itscomplement of Salm-
sons, and at the same time the attachment of pilots and
observers made the Squadron whole for the first time.
The St. Mihiel Offensive opened on l2 September, but the
24th was too inexperienced to participate and further
shakedown was necessary. A few flights were made over
the lines on observation patrol, but most flying was
practice only.

Final ly, the Squadron hit its stride after it moved
to Vavincourt where it was assigned to the lst Army
0bservation Group along with the veteran 9lst and the
new 9th Night 0bservation Squadron. In spite of the
late start, during the next fifty days of the war and
until the Armistice, an impressive record of activity
was hung up. This was particularly true in the carry-
ing out of specific and very special command missions
ordered by lst Army Headquarters.

The 24th was credited with eleven enemy aircraft
destroyed and lost only three planes to enemy action.
Three pi lots were I isted as missing, three observers

w3re mi ss i ng wi th them, and one was ki I led i n act ion.
One of the missing teams was later found to have been
taken prisoner. Attrition of airplanes was high. Rec-
ords show fifteen were lost in crashes. Six officers
were awarded decorations for meritorious service.

Tlte j.oruat'd rodiutor bu.l.l lc ort tltis Sulnson had oltcrrtctte stripes
o.l'red ancl bluck as the scluodron nturkintl de.finitelu spiralled

co u n te rcl oc l; u' i s e. n of lt orizo ntol.
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BritisJt ('rer poses beside its "Harry Tate", on R.E'8' B 7802' pos-

siblu l'ront No 20 or 31 trainittg Squadron.
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l'ict irtt r,tf orte o.f the tnenl/ uccidents experienced by the 24th Aero
Suuuclron is f/ri.s Snlnt.son 2A2. uirylane nuntber "6".

Sn1,r.son 2A2, "20" o.l the 24th Aero Squadron, is stated in the
ollttttrt to ltutte been c'reclited u^ith si't' Boche'

Lt Peters (ctpparentlq identilied in this photo) und Lt Woitishek
clestroued en enentLj I'okker, October 19, 1918.
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