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and remotely situated, GB l/l7 "Picardie." This Groupe
assumed Desert Pol ice and Coastal Command missions from
several Syrian and Lebanese bases with a miscellaneous
assortment of a i rcraft, i ncl ud i ng Br i stol Blenhe ims and

Potez 25s. An escadri I le was created and received a

dozen Dauntlesses which were based at Rayack, Syria.
However, the A-24s were not to become famous in the
Desert Police role.

In the Spring of I944 the crews received dive bomb-

ing and night flying instruction, and as early as Apri I

1944 they were probably earmarked for a very pecul iar
job--aerial supply and fi re support for French Maquis
(gueri I las) fignting against the Wehrmacht in mountain-
ous regions such as the Alpine Mountains. In fact,
when crews received instructions to ferry their planes
west to North Africa, they real ly thought they would
have to help the large Alpine Maquis, I ike those in the
Vercors Mountains. Planes were ferried only during Aug'
ust I944, and at this time such large gueri I la organiza-
tions had proven unable to resist, for a long period,
the powerful, German repressive columns. In the Vercors
case, ai r support had been the decisive factor...against
the Maquisl

I f the F.F. | . (French Gueri I Ia 0rgani zat ions) thus
had to operate with smal ler formations, they became more

and more active. The project to give them special ized
a i r supDort un i ts was never cance l l ed, the "Groupement
Patrie", with Colonel Morlaix as Commanding 0fficer, was

special ly created. lt included a groupe of A-24s with
l0 planes coming from Syria and a simi lar number from
Morrocan school s to form two escadr i I I es.

The new Groupe was numbered l/18 "Vendee", receiv-
ing a bomber unit number, 18, despite being classed as

Mcwtn frenil fiqaw
By J. CUNY

During the l93Os, the French "Aeronavale" tested
special ized dive bombing planes of Loi re and Geurdau-
Leseuzze design, but \dorld War | | came before more than
30 such machines had been bui lt. There was then no al-
ternative but to buy U. S. bui lt ai rcraft. Vought SB2U

Vi ndicators were obtained and used, orders viere placed
for Curtiss SBC-4 biplanes and there was interest in
Douglas 8A2 attack bombers. Al I of these types, howev-
er, were obsolete before they could be used, and few
saw serv i ce before the I 940 Arm i st i ce.

The French Air Force next received dive bombers from
the U. S. during the 1943-44 period. These were Douglas
A-248 Dauntlesses (probably between 40 and 50 planes)
and Vultee A-l! Vengeances (probably some 20 planes).
At th i s t ime operati onal condi t ions were such that dive
bombers appeared to be condemned even before del ivery.
Thus neither A-24s nor A-lls were placed in frontline
service to face the sti I I powerful German fi ghter oppos-
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These French dive bombers were given secondary dut-
ies. Vengeances were mainly used as target towers in
North Africa--notably for anti-aircraft ground arti I lery
training, supplementing or replacing Martin l67s in this
role. A-24Brs were del ivered in smal I numbers to exist-
i ng f i ghter un i ts, to be used as advanced tra i ners or
fast liaison machines, and to the fighter school at
Meknes to be advanced and aerobat i c t ra i ners. Actua I -
ly, by the beginning of 1944, several fighter groupes
had received a handful of these planes, and the Meknes

school operated some twenty A-24s. Several had been
del ivered to other Morrocan or Algerian training bases.

0nlv one unit was operational with A-24s under act-
ual combat conditions. This was the newly created,
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a fighter-bomber groupe. lts commanding officer was
Cdt Lapios, who had previously been an escadri I le com-
mander of GB l/17 A-24s. The lst Escadri I le (Syrlan
crews) was led by Cdt Lapios himself and Capitaine
Boucherie. The 2nd Escadri I le (Morrocan crews) was
led by Cne Mai I lefer.

0n l0 September 1944 the planes landed at Toulouse,
the imoortant town in southern France that had been
I iberated from the Germans by its regionrs powerful
gueri I las without any regular Army intervention. The
A-24s immediately began to survey and attack columns
which were hurriedly retreating north toward the German
border. These actions were very dangerous for the A-24s
as the junct ion of Al I ied forces moving from Normandy
and southern France became imminent. Any German unit
that was delayed was threatened with capture, and these
units thus fought desperately. Light flak was the major
enemy of the A-24s, and three planes were shot down and
most of the others damaged dur i ng the ret reat, the Al -
I ied junction of l2 September 1944, and the subsequenr
attacks on the trapped At I ant i c coast enemy fortresses.

The l2th of September found the A-24s operating from
Bourges in central France. This base was very similar
to an island with enemy forces moving all aroundit, and
it suffered smal I scale air attacks and gueri I la ambush-
es. The ai r attacks themselves di d not "close the gap'l
on the enemy, but they were responsible for the capture
of many enemy troops.

Fol lowing the I iberation of central France, the
Groupe "Vendee", along with other units of Groupement
rrPatrie", was ordered to participate in the siege of the
German garrisons along the Atlantic coast. The dive
bombers moved from Bourges to Vannes and began, simultan-
eously, to support surrounding Al I ied ground forces and
to assume short range sea blockade of enemy control led
harbors. A-24s were mainly responsible for such opera-
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tions over the Lorient fortress and operated as a part of
the l4th Tactical Al I ied Command--after I November 1944,
the lst Tactical Air Force (Provisional). Losses and
damage to aircraft in September seriously hampered large
scale action, but GCB l/18 could sti I I operate in strength.
0n I November its pi lots carried out 3l dive bombing
sorties on the important Belz bridge despite heavy Ger-
man Naval flak. The bridge was only damaged and one
plane was shot down, its pi lot, Cne Boucherie, being
killed.

Smal I enemy ships constantly tried to establ ish com-
munications between isolated strongpoints and urith neu-
tral and friendly Spain. Countering such attempts,
A-24s (and SBDrs for the southern part) obtained nrarked
success. They repel led and damaged cargoes, captured
a trawler, severely damaged a submarine (which v/as un-
able to leave harbor before the end of the r^rar), but
lost a fifth plane.

0n several occasions one or two A-24s moved to
Francers southeastern Alpine Front and carried out pin-
point, dive bombing supply missions. They thus aided
the French Mountain Troops fighting"Alpine Jaegers"
along the French-ltal ian border in very difficult con-
ditions.

By the beginning of 1945 it appeared impossible to
continue maintaining GCB l/18 at full strength in view
of the constant attrition of A-24s. Consequently,
some pilots reinforced GC ll/18 rrSaintongerr and f lew
Spitfi re Vs (the unit had previously operated captured
French-bui lt Dewoitine D 520 fighters), but l/18 sti I I

operated a small number of A-24s during March and April
1945. After Von Rundstedtrs December Ardennes Counter-
offensive cancel led plans for a general attack on German
coastal fortresses, projected for December-January, that
action was partial ly undertaken during Apri I 1945, Ter-
gets were strong points at the Garonne Mouth (Gi ronde)

Dottglas A-248. 42-54541. " E" . o.l' GB I 17 in.l'liglht orer North A.f'rica
duringl tlte suntnter o.1 1944. ( Cne Botte )

A-24 operating .f'ront Ltnidenti.fiecl rnottntain bose, probobla Alpine
Front. end ol 1944. ( llIr. Koessler Coll. )
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Sgt. Botte's 42-54543. " F'. crashed dtte to J'ttel troLtble on I Decenr-
ber 1944 in tlte Vonnes areu. ( Cne Botte )

TtL'o A-21s of the Groupe "Vendee" being readied .f'or c nussiorr
dttring earlu part ol 1945. (.llr. Mutitt Coll. )
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A-248, 42-54694, seruing as afighter-bomber trainer in North Africa
sometime during 1944. (E.C'A. )

Three A-24s ouer Meknes in late 1940s. (Author Coll. )

which isolated Bordeaux Harbor (Royan, Pointe de Grave,
I le dr0leron) from the sea.

To support these operations the French Air Force
used any available aircraft--even obsolete types like
the Martin 167 or Douglas DB-7 and seized enemy planes
such as Junkers Ju 88s. The main dive bombing was done
by Naval Dauntlesses but l/18 also took Part with A-24s,
losing its sixth Dauntless.

Following V-E Day, probably some 25 A-24s remained
in a flyable condition. Al I of them were concentrated
at the Morrocan Meknes Base, serving in aerobatic and
ground attack advanced training. The last of the type
was probably grounded about 1953, but it is difficult
to establ i sh the exact date. Daunt Iesses were replaced
by French bui lt Morane 472/475s.

Douglas A-24s did not become famous in the French
Air Force, but they did serve with distinction despite
relatively high losses. 0f I0 planes and crews coming
from Syria during August 1944, five planes were lost
and three pi lots ki I led.

FRENCH NAVY (IIAERONAVALEII) SBD.5S

As soon as the 1943 French Naval Air Service ("Aero-
nautique Navale", currently called "Aeronavale") F€-
quested planes from Al I ied authorities, they received
U. S. Consol idated Catal inas and Douglas SBD-! Daunt-
lesses. Enough SBD's were suppl ied to permit the re-
equipment of tworrflottilles" (squadrons) with a view
to their participation in southern France operations.
French naval crews awaited the landings in southern
France with enthusiasm since they would take place in
a region they knew well--in WW I most Navy airmen had
been trained at bases here, at St. Raphael, Toulon and
Hyeres. Unhappily, however, such local experience was
not to be used and the SBDrs were not delivered until
the autumn of 1944.

A-248.42-54517, of Meknes Ecole de
inally came from SYria.

*
v

Chasse in late 1947. Plane orig'
(Mr. Mutin Coll. )

42-54700 of Meknes School, in 1950s. (Mr. Mutin Coll.)

Two units received Dauntlesses on 22 November 1944,
I'Flottilles" 3B and 48 (soon redesignated IFB and 4FB),
which were sent to France after some training at Agadir
in southern Morocco. A part of the crews were veterans
who had been flying Marti n l67s during the Vichy period
(flottilles 68 and /B), and among them were pilots who
had flown Chance Vought V l55s or Loire 40s with 1940
units (rlotti I les AB-1, 2, 3 and 4).

The two Flotti I les were under Groupe Aeronavale No 2

which was commanded by Capitaine de Corvette Laine, with
Lieutenant de Vaisseau Nicolle as Second in Command.

Lieutenant de Vaisseaus 0rtolan and Behic commanded 3FB
and 4FB respectively, and each Flotti I le had I5 opera-
tional aircraft.

From thei r arrival in France to V-E Day both units
were based at Cognac, giving direct or indirect support
to French forces i so I at i ng and bes i eg i ng the German
coastal fortresses at Poi nte de Grave, Royan , 0leron
and La Pal I ice. They operated under command of lst
TAF (P) as G.A.N. 2 and flew the same type missions as
the A-24s. The first mission was flown on 9 December
1944 against Pointe de Grave, and this and other mis-
sions suffered mostly from accurate enemy flak.

First loss came on 14 December 1944 when an SBD of
4FB crashed in no manrs land after being hit by flak
and catching fire. The crew, Goffeny/La Menardiere,
both emerged safely from the incident. However, Goffeny
was killed (with his observer, Chauvin) on I January
1945 when his 4Fg Dauntless was destroyed by a prema-
ture bomb explosion and fel I in the Royan pocket. Third
loss occurred on l8 February 1945 when one plane of 4FB

was shot down by flak, and the crew, Gerold/Gnenanen,
were killed. 0n 22 March an SBD of 3FB was shot down
by ground-to-a i r rockets near Sa i nt Pa I a i s--the crew,
Bonnefoy/Batai I le, was ki I led. Fi nal SBD loss was on

3 May 1945 when one plane of 3FB was shot down on 0leron
lsland with its crew, Auzadou/Lebrun, being ki I led.
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In its five months of operation, G.A.N.2 never had

more than 24 or 25 planes avai lable. lts constant dive
bombi ng and straf ing progress ively reduced the vol ume of
German flak, and although losses remained about one per
month, the number of missions per month was constantly
increased. During the peak week, 9 to l5 Apri I, the
two Flotti I les dropped 320 tons of bombs, averaging /2
sorties per day with 24 operational SBDrs. This was

also the week when a land attack was launched against
strong points at Pointe de Grave and Royan after a mass-
ive air assault on the targets by bombers of the U. S.

8th and 9th Air Forces. For their part, SBDrs were busy
pinpointing and annihi lating surviving bunkers and ar-

Douglas SBD-S Dauntless f'ront Flottille 4F-8. (E.C.A.)
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ti I lery positions. Successively Pointe de Grave, Royan
and 0leron lsland were taken by assault, and the La Pal-
I i ce garri son surrendered on 30 Apri I . Ei ght days later
the war in Europe was over.

Plans were laid by the French Navy to use its SBDrs

in Pacific operations. However, an ai rcraft carrier
was necessary, and the old French carrier Bearn was ob-
solete and had, in March 1945, suffered damage in a

convoy col I ision. There was no immediate solution to
the problem, and Japan surrendered before French SBDrs

could operate from any flat-top. By V-J Day, l! August
1945, Aeronavale had just succeeded in obtaining, repair-
ing and refurbishing an old, Royal Navy escort carrier--
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Creuts o.f Flottille 4FB retttrn to cognac bose in their sBD-Ss olter diue bontbing tttissiort, tt,inter 1944-1945. (E.C.A. )

SBD-| of 3F ouer Meditetanean coost. 1947' (Author)
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SBD-S o.l' 3F landinq ott DLrntttclt' clurirtq 1917. (E.C.A' ) Dauntless of 4F landed on ArrontQnches. 1948. ( E.C.A')
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Douglrts SBD-5.s ancl Supcrtnctrinc Sealire IIIs o.l 4F oncl 11" oltoorcl c'urrier Arrontctrtc'l'tes. circo 1918. (Mr. Mutit't Coll.)
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Duuntlesses of' 1F orer llortlt Alricu 1948. ( E.C.A. )



HMS Bitter. This was an old U. S. cargo ship, "Rio
Paranat', modified to escort carrier configuration in
I942 and in very bad condition at the beginning of 1945.
It became the French carrier Dixmude.

t/hen the pol itical and military situation in north-
ern lndochina (now North Viet Nam) deteriorated, Dixmude
was sent to the Far East with Flotti I le 4F (formerly
4FB). lts Dauntlesses operated mainly from land bases,
wholly so after the Dixmude returned to France to ship
French Air Force planes to Indochina. From March 1947

to March 1948, 4F was under command of Lieutenant de

Vaisseau Mel let and stationed in the Far East.
France obtained another carrier in August 1946 when

the Royal Navy sold to it a newly built escort carrier
of the Colossus Class, actual ly HMS Colossus itself.
This carrier became the Arromanches and received the
SBDts of Flotti I le 3F (formerly 3FB) among its comple-
ment of p I anes .

The modern carrier was sent to Indochinese waters
at the end of 1948 and operated al I avai lable Dauntless
aircraft of 3F and 4F. The planes were then becoming
old and dangerous, and only a smal I number of missions
could be flown before operations were curtai led. The
French Command had hoped to obtain more modern U. S.
planes to reequip their units, but this did not come

to pass. ln any case, the French SBD's had reached
their end. They were grounded after returning to France
when severa I fata I acci dents occurred, i nc I ud i ng one
which ki I led 4Fts commander, Lieutenant de Vaisseau
de Rol lin in June 1949.

CREW OPINIONS OF THE DAUNTLESS

French pilots apparently liked the flying qualities
of the A-Z4/SBD. lts excel lent maneuverabi I ity masked
its bomber role and pi lots, forgetting its design pur-
pose, considered it as a fighter. Even in service it
was so treated. Dauntlesses were original ly given to
bomber units (Ce l/17, lB and 48), but the plane's char-
acter soon evoked more f i ghter- I i ke des i gnat i ons for
their units (including GCB l/17,3F and 4F). Also, the
longest period of use of the A-24 was by the Meknes Ecole
de Chasse, the French Ai r Force f ighter school . Pi lots
remember that it was not an exceptional aerobatic train-
er (size by itself limited roll speed and it was probab-
ly too stable a machine to be "sensitive"), but it could
be flown in any maneuver.

Strength of the airframe was excel lent, if not phen-
omenal, but the plane acquired a bad reputation at the
end of its naval career due to structural weakness.
The Aeronavale mishaps, however, can be explained by
the intensive use of the machines over the years with
the last use being under difficult condit ions at sea and
in a tropical cl imate.

The engine proved most rel iable and the only diffi-
culties experienced were by French Air Force planes suf-
fering minor carburetor troubles in Syria--provoked by
Mi ddle East sand.

Morane MS 475 u,ith Meknes insignia, in 1953. (Author)
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Armament was sufficient for a 1942 dive bomber, per-
haps, but not for the 1944-45 ground attack actions.
Even against the disorganized Wehrmacht of 1944, two
machine guns firing forward were insufficient. French
Air Force pi lots rejected the use of the normal gunsight
(optical, inside cockpit) to rely only on the external,
emergency ring and bead. Their practice was not imitat-
ed by Naval crews. Rear armament, twin .30 guns or'
rarely, a single.!0 gun' was not very useful as French
crews never encountered enemy aircraft. Bomb load was

sufficient to attack the relatively I ight targets' in-
fantry bunkers and coasta I sh i ps, ass i gned to the Daunt-

lesses. Bombs ranging in size from 50-lbs to 1000-lbs
were used.

CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGS

Both A-24s and SBD's were left in their original
U. S. finishes. The Army planes were green-base olive
drab with gray undersurfaces, and the Navy planes wore
the .l944 color scheme of three shades of blue. l./hen

the planes were repainted by their French units, this
was done with respect to the original finishes.

During I4/W ll the A-24s received the standard French
roundels, with a thin yellow outline, and rudder stripes
which did not quite cover the whole rudder due to its
curved leading edge. Just after V-E Day there was a

tendency to use only smal I sized stripes, in the middle
of the rudder, but "al l rudder" colors were soon rein-
stituted (and are sti I I official ly used today, despite
f requent I oca I except i ons ) .

Since GB l/17 was a Free French unit, its A-24s re-
ceived Lorraine Cross insignias on their fuselage which
were added to the existing national roundels. Crosses
were red on white circles and were of the "sophisticatedrl
type, or of the rrst ra i ght" typ. (see authorrs French
Martin 167 article, JOURNAL, Vol 10, Ns l).

National markings on the SBDrs consisted of roundels
painted only in place of the former U. S. insignias (ou-
er left wing and under right wing and on fuselage), but
the bar to the U. S. insignia di sappeared. Apparently,
complementary roundels were never painted on the wi ngs.
Smal I sized stripes were painted on the rudder or, rare-
1y, the fin. The tradit ional emblem of the Naval Service,
the anchor, appeared over the tai I stripes and wing
roundel s but never on the fuselage roundels.

B I ack and wh i te I nvas ion St r i pes were pa i nted on
most of the 1944 French aircraft types, sometimes months
after the Normandy landings. Al I A-24s used operation-
ally in France received such stripes. In the case of
the Free French Escadri I le coming from Syria, the Lor-
raine Cross insignia was systematical ly retained and its
relative position (forward or behind the national round-
el ) dictated the pos it ion of the fuselage I nvas ion
Stripes on the unit's planes.

Apparently no SBD's received Invasion Stripes.
0ther special markings carried by Daunlesses consisted
of bomb symbols to indicate missions flown, and these
were placed on the forward sides of the fuselage on
both A-24s and SBD's. There is no evidence of Daunt-
lesses carrying personal insignias.

All A-24 aircraft were of the A-24B type which had
U. S. Army Air Force serial numbers ranging from 42-54285
to 42-54899. The serials were retained on the vertical
fin and rudder even into the early I950s. A part of the
serial number sometimes disappeared after rudder change
or new nat i ona I colors were pa i nted on. Some ser i a I s

that have been noted are (with those of the 9 of l0
planes coming f rom Syria underl ined) : 42-54501 , fi_, 2)f_,
528, 534, 541, 543, 549, 554, 559, 561, 562, 575, 576,
691 , 693 br 695) , 694, 696, 7oo, 703 and 768.

GB l/17 planes received aircraft letters, from "A"
torrJrr, and these were painted on the f ins during oper-
ations. The other escadri I le, of the then l/18 t'Vendeeil

Groupe received complementary letters, from "K" upward.
Trainers at the Meknes Ecole de Chasse carried large
i dent i f i cat i on numbers on the fuse I aqe at the rear of
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the roundels. They were painted in white and ranged
from "1" to "ZJt' or even higher.

SBD-5s rarely had their U. S. Navy Bureau of Aero-
nautics numbers visible. 0nly one identification has
been made and that is plane "l50" which was BuNo 35743.

SBDrs were initially identified by three digit num-
bers painted on the sides of the rear fuselage (i.e. l5O,
166), and these numbers may have been directly related
to the U. S. BuNo. Such numbers were replaced, after
V-E Day, by standard French Navy designations (i.".3F-1,
3F-3) which were painted in the same location.

UNIT INSIGNIAS

lllustrations on the page opposite show f i're Daunt-
Iess unit insignias of which only three were certainly
painted on the aircraft. There was possibly one other
such insignia, for GCB l/18, 2nd Escadri I le. The insig-
nias, reading from top to bottom, are as fol lows:

GB l/17'rPicardie'r Province insignia -- this insig-
nia has rarely, if ever, been i I lustrated before. lt
was probably never painted on an A-24 but was the dress
insignia for crews before operations in France. His-
torical Iy, its colors were inaccurate--Golden Lis flow-
ers on black quarters, Golden I ions on white quarters
(which became cream on real metal insignia used by auth-
or as an example for this drawing). Real Province shield
shows golden lis flowers on blue quarters and red Iions
on si lver quarters.

cB l/17 A-24 Escadrille (later GCB l/18, lst Esca-
dri l le) -- This insignia had motto, "Pique Hardimentrl
(Oive audacious ly) on i nverted ace of spades ("Pique"
in French language means simultaneously "spade" and
"dive"). ln this, the play on words by the 1944 l/17
commanding officer, Cdt Noel, can be noticed. He forg-
ed an adverb; "Picardie-ly" or, in French, "Picardie-
mentrt ("Pique hardiment"). 0n the insignia, the devi l

was red on a si lver bomb. The insignia was always
painted on the left side of the forward fuselage of
this Escadri I lers A-24s.

48 (4FB or 4F) Insignia was a V/hite Sea Bird
on the back of a turtle, and anyone can immediately
imagine that this was an old carrier borne unit emblem.
It had been used on old Levasseur biplane torpedo bomb-
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ers during the early l93Os. Blue sky and blue sea oval.
Insignia was painted on both sides of the forward fuse-
lage of this Flotti I lers SBDrs.

38 (3FB or 3F) Insignia was a white crescent and
star, painted on both sides of the fin of this Flot-
tillers SBD's.

Ecole de Chasse de Meknes -- Insignia was the fam-
ous white and black flying stork over Moroccan green
star. Author could not find an i I lustration showing
this insignia painted on Dauntlesses, and probably it
did not come into use unti I their replacement by Morane
472/475 a i rcraft.

DESCRIPTI0NS F0R SIDE-VlEt^/ DRAt/INGS (appearing opposite) :

lst Drawing -- A-248 of Meknes Ecole de Chasse, 1945.
This aircraft, 42-54575, was photographed by the author
at Marrakech with smal Ier, repainted, rudder stripes.
2nd Drawing -- A-248 of GCB | /18 ' 'Vendeerr, lst Esca-
dri I le, operating from Vannes at the end of 1944. This
plane, 42-54691, "A", beIonged to the unit commander.
It bore forward positioned Invasion Stripes whi le other
planes of the unit had their Invasion Stripes positioned
to the rear. Ai rcraft 591 was st i I I f lyi ng at Meknes
about 1952.
3rd Drawing -- An SBD'5 of Aeronavale Flotti I le 4FB,
based at Cognac during the winter of 1944-45.
4th Drawing -- An SBD-5 of Flottille 3F, about 1948.
0n thi s ai rcraft the previously appl ied stripes on the
vertical fin have been painted over.

ACKNOI^/LEDGMENTS: The author wishes to thank a I I those
people who have permitted him to write and i I lustrate
this article through thei r help. Among them is Capitaine
Botte of the French Air Force--without his information
and souvenirs the writinq of this article would not have
been possible.

EDIT0R'S N0TE: The presentation here by Mr. Cuny is
the fourth article he has done for the J0URNAL. Each
has cast valuable new light on almost forgotten U. S.
ai rcraft that served with the French Ai r Force during
ly'orld War ll. His previous articles covered the Mar-
tin 167 (Vot 10, No l), the Curtiss Hawk 75 (Vot ll,
No l), and the Curtiss P-40 (Vot ll, No 4).

SPECIATISTS
In 1965 the J0URNAL began naming Ai rcraft Special-

ists, Members who offered thei r services to gather al I

avai lable data and photos on a specific type of aircraft.
As a Specialist each serves as a center in developing a

more complete record of his type than would otherwise be
possible. Evolvement of this record takes much work by
a Special ist and can be greatly helped by other Members

making avai lable bits of information they come across.
Special ists who have been assigned up to this time

are: Beechcraf t 17 - Robert T. Smith, 209 High'land Dr,
Sryrnu]ffiiT-0.- Beech 35 Bonanza - charles M. Hayes,

l5l Shabbona Dr, Park Forest, lll. 60466. Bell P-594 -
Ronald D. Neal, 7522 Plaza Lane, tdichita, Kansas 57206,
Boeinq B-17 - Stephen P. Birdsall, J! VJaters Road, Cre-
morne, Sydney, Austral ia. Boeinq B-29 - Kenn C. Rust,
P.0. Box 3692, Glendale, Calif. 91201. Boeinq B-47 -
425 so 40th, Boulder, Colo. 8o3oz. Boeinq F4B - Jess C.

Barrow, 24313 Hanover St, Dearborn Hghts, Mich. 48125.
Boeinq P-25 - I/alter M. Jefferies, Jr, 3825 Fredonia Dr,
Hollywood, Calif.90028. Brewster F2A - James V. Sand-

ers, 22 Berwick Dr, Rt 2, Carmel, Calif, 93921. Consol-
idated B-24 - Allan G. Blue, 5515 llarywood Rd, Bethesda,
ffiool4. convair 240/340/440 - Thomas A. cooney, 4218
Lincoln Rd, tnaiinapolis, Ind. 46208. Curtiss P-35 -
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Howard C. Cagle, 328+ Stanford Way, Sparks, Nev. 89431.
Curtiss P-40 - Vincent J. Camardo, 724 S. Myrtle St,
Vineland, N. J.08350. Curtiss Racinq Planes - Thomas
c. Foxworth, 192-2OB 57th Ave (3C;, Flushing, N.Y. 11365.
Douqlas ADIA-l - Roger F. Besecker, 1345 N. Wahneta St,
Al lentown, Pa. 18103. Douqlas DC-3lC-47 - Stan Wi I kin-
son, 164 North Hyde Road, Hayes, Middlesex, England.
Fokker D-Vl l/D-Vl | | - Peter M. Bowers, 13826 Des Moines
Way, Seattle, Iy'ash.98l68. Fokker Universal/Super Uni-
versal - l,/. Ross Richardson, 82 Pardo Ave, Pointe Claire,
Quebec, Canada. Grumman F2FIF3F - Benton E. Reams, 3505
Madonna Lane, Bowie, Md. 20715. Grumman G-154 Aq-Cat -
Wi I I iam T. Larkins, 175 Clarie Dr, Pleasant Hi I l, Cal if.
94523. Grumman TBF/TBM - Gary R. Farrar, 6948 8th Ave
North, St. Petersburg, Fla. 33710. Lockheed F-80 - Rob-
ert Esposito, 1505 Porter St, Phi ladelphia, Pa. 19145.
Martin B-25 - Bernard Mal lon, 518 Runyon Ave, Piscataway,
N.J. 08904. McDonnell F-l0l - Paul D. Stevens, Box l8l,
Little York, I I l. 61453. North American P-51lF-5 - Ken
A. McLean, 47-1740 Decarie Blvd, St. Laurent, Montreal,
Quebec, Canada. North American F-lO0 - SSgt David l/.
Menard, 3 FMS Bx 1169, APO San Francisco, Calif. 96227,
Northrop P-51 - Garry R. Pape, 5748 tnterceptor St, Los
Angeles, Calif, 90045. Republic F-84 - Norman E. Taylor,
1203 Ardmore St, San Angelo, Texas 76902. Ryan ST - Ev

Cassagneres, l2l0 Avon Blvd, Cheshi re, Conn. 05410.
Thomas Morse Scouts - Frank Strnad, Box I/1, Northport,

- Larry l./. Griffin, 17438
Virginia Ave, Bel lf lower, Cal if . 90706.
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