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PLYMOCOUPE CLARIFICATIONS

lrd like to add my two
story (;ounruel, vol ll, No

misinformation.

cents to the 'rPlymocoupeI
2) and perhaps clear up some

I n 1933, 0l af Fah I i n and Swen Swanson, des i gner of
the Arrow 5, Arrow Sport and Lincoln Sport, to name a

few, put their heads together and dreamed up a very neat
little cabin two-seater called the SF-1. lt r^ias design-
ed around an 85 hp Pobjoy "R" of British manufacture and
closely resembled Swansonrs earlier cabin efforts, the
Kari-Keen Coupe and Swanson f{-15 Coupe. 0le was manu-
facturing the Fahl in propel lers at the Nicholas-Beazley
plant and thatrs how Russell B. "Penny'r Nicholas became
involved. N-B rented shop space and suppl ied the con-
struction materials for a price.

ln Apri I 1934, 0le tested the SF-l and it flew beau-
t i ful I y the f i rst t ime up. No adj ustments of any sort
were required and it flew unchanged for about three
years. Eventually an 85 hp Continental was installed,
but performance suffered. The SF- I d i sappeared dur i ng
the war after being stored in an abandoned hangar.

Soon after the SF-IIs debut, Eugene VidaI, then di-
rector of the Bureau of Air Commerce, initiated a design
competition for a safe, cheap, two-seater personal plane
and trainer. There were about fourteen entries, the
winner being the Stearman-Hammond pusher. Although the
high cost of aircraft engines defeated the I'poor manrs
plane'r concept, the competition did stimulate a lot of
interest and resulted in a nurnber of auto engine conver-
sions, such as the Arrour F Sport, the Funk and the Ply-
mocoupe.

In the sumner of 1934, Fahl in and Swanson pul led
the engine out of a brand new Plymouth sedan, installed
an aluminum head, welded manifold and reduct ion gear.
The complete unit, including water in the radiator,
weighed !02 lbs. it developed 82 hp at 1550 RPM (prop
speed) for takeoff and was not inverted, as the photos
clearly show. f{alt Chrysler was interested and con-
ducted I 00 hour tests for cert i f i cat i on.

The SF-2 Plymocupe was nearly finished when Swanson
died suddenly of pneumonia in February 1935. Fahl in
finished the project and initial testing commenced in
Apri l. At this time Vidal announced that a contract
had been let to the Fahlin Manufacturing Company for the
SF-2 Plymocoupe (presumably for the delivery of a single

Fahl in SF-l bui lt in 1934
"R" radial. Registration
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and powered by 85 hp Pobjoy
X27lY, (John Underwood)
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a i rcraft ) . Al though the a i rcraft was eva I uated by the
CAA (note Department of Commerce registration, NS-55),
it remained Fahl inrs property unti I he sold it in the
spring of 1936,

The Plymocoupe was fitted with extra fuel tanks,
permitting an endurance of twenty-two hours, and ship-
ped to Alaska for a projected non-stop fl ight from An-
chorage to Spokane. A few hours after takeoff the pi-
lot encountered fog and soon ran out of sky. He came
down near a smal I fishing vi I lage and rol led the Plymo-
coupe up in a ball, as 0le puts it. So far as he knov,rs,
itrs still there.

The SF-2, I i ke the SF-1, handled extremely wel l, and
its performance was quite satisfactory, despite the en-
gine weight penalty. Except for the initial takeoff, it
outperformed a Porterfield of the same horsepower. Nich-
olas-Beazley put out some publ icity at the time, and
undoubtedly would have been the logical one to exploit
the design commercial ly. However, no attempt was made
to go into production and only the one Plymocoupe was
ever bui lt.
John W. Underwood, Box 167, Glendale, Cal ifornia.

ADDITIONAL ACES IN A DAY

Two pilots were omitted f rom my rrArmy Air Force Aces
in a Dayrrarticle which appeared in the JOURNAL, Vol ll,
No 2, and I would like to take this opportunity to give
them their due recognition.

Captain Ernest E. Bankey, Jr. of the 354tn Fighter
Group, Bth Ai r Force, i s credited with the destruction
of four FW l90s and one and one-half Messerschmitt l09s
on 27 December 1944 whi le flying in the vicinity of
Bonn, Germany.

Lt l^/i lliam H. Allen is credited with f ive twin-en-
gined trainers on ! September 1944, whi le flying with
the 343rd Fighter Squadron of the 55tn fighter Group,
8th Air Force. His fl ight of four aircraft shot down
l6 of these ai rcraft in less than five minutes.
I^/i I I iam N. Hess, 9641 Kingston Rd, Shreveport, La.

ANOTHER ACE IN A DAY?

I read with great interest the feature in the Sum-
mer JOURNAL, 'rArmy Air Force Aces in a Day.rr Author
Hess has done a fine job, but I fear he has overlooked
one of our "five in a day'r aces. Assuming that lack of
prior victories was not a criteria in earning a place
on the list, I would like to call attention to my friend,
Lt Col Robert E. Woody who was credited with the des-
truction of five Me l09s on one mission over Germany
whi le a member of the 354th Fighter Squadron, 355ttt
Fighter Group. I contacted Bob Woody again after read-
ing the J0URNAL article, and these are the facts of
that engagement as he recal led them to me:

0n 24 April 1944 Captain \y'oody was leading a flight
of four P-5lBs, escorting the main stream of B-l7s at-
tacking targets near Munich. Enemy air activity near
the bombers was ni I so ly'oody began switching radio chan-
nels listening for signs of air action. The fighter/
bomber channel proved to be quite active and indications
were heard of a large fight developing. ln the confus-
ion of the radio chatter, Capt. Woody was able to disting-
uish the word rrAlpsrr intermingled with calls for assist-
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ance. Turning his fl ight in the di rect ion of the moun-
tains, he began searching the skies over the Alps. Spot-
ting a large fight in the distance, he and his flight
released their drop tanks and made toward the battle.
In his anxiety to get into action, Capt. Idoody, without
real izing it, began advancing his throttle and soon
outdistanced his fl ight. Suddenly, a fl ight of Me l09s
crossed his path in a shal low dive, passing above him
and crossing from the five orclock position to eleven
orclock as they descended. These enemy aircraft were
heading for the same large fight and did not see l^/oodyrs
P-51 as he swung in and dove at them from behind.

Starting with the rear Messerschmitt, Capt. t^/oody
picked off three of the enemy before they became aware
of his presence and broke formation. The fourth plane
was hit and went down on the break. The German flight
leader dove away and was lost to sight. The distance
from the main fight had been closed during the destruc-
t i on of the f i rst four a i rcraft , and numerous other
planes were in the immediate vicinity when Capt. VJoody
latched on to the tail of a 109 which he believed to
be the aircraft which had dived away from him. This
enemy pi lot proved to be very proficient, and the chase
became more difficult as the Messerschmitt headed for
tree top altitudes. The German attempted to brush off
t/oodyts P-5I on snow-covered hi l lsides, and at one point
the Mustang ducked under high tension wires. Final ly,
the 109 flew into the P-5lrs sights and was destroyed.
The rest of Capt. Woodyrs fl ight scored wel I as they
joined the main fight, and a total of nine enemy air-
craft were credited, including the five by Capt. l{oody.
For h is perf ormance that day Capt. I,Joody was awarded the
DSC by General Spaatz. ly'hen the war ended, Capt. Woody
was credited with a total of ll victories--seven in the
air and four on the ground.

About four years ago I produced a drawing of Lt Col
Woodyrs P-5tg for him and based it on photographs which
he loaned me. This particular P-5tA was equipped with
the Malcolm Hood and carried the white identification
stripes on wings and vertical/horizontal tai I surfaces
in the manner standardized by fighter groups in Europe.
Code letters were f{R-A, and they also were painted in
white. Standard ol ive drab finish was appl ied and rub-
bed to a semi-gloss. At the time of the Munich mission,
there were four smal I black crosses edged in white paint-
ed on the left cowling under the windscreen. Col Woody
and I would be pleased if any reader could produce the
serial number for his P-51 as none of the available pho-
tographs show same.
Maj. Eugene E. Risedorph, P.0. Box 291, Grand Prai rie,Tex.

are known to have been attached to the NACA at various
times, and, although the uses to which they were put are
not entirely clear, it is suspected they were tested as
to their suitabi I ity for aircraft carrier operations.

The nine aircraft are:

I) P-5lD-5-NA, serial 44-14017, NACA No. 102. This
aircraft was tested on the USS Shangri-La and was fit-
ted with arrestor gear. Test flown by LCDR R. M. Elder
of VF-5.
2) P-5lD-5-NA, serial 44-13257, NACA No. 108. This is
a real oldie, a Model NA-109, and in fact the fifth pro-
duction NA-109 which was the first of a very long line
of Drs. lt had the modified finlrudder and was flying
as late as June 1959 as N4222A still sporting the "high"
tai I configuration.
3) P-5lH-lo-NA, serial 44-64703, NACA No. I 10. No de-
tai ls avai lable on this one.
4) P-5lD-25-NT, serial 44-84854, NACA No. 126. Although
this aircraft is I isted as having been attached to the
NACA, I rather think 44-84583 is the aircraft so attach-
ed, and the last digit of the serial was inadvertently
altered somewhere along the way. P-5 lD 44-84863 became
N4223A and was sti I I flying in the early 1950s. lt al-
so has the high tai I configurat ion.
5) P-5lD-25-NT, serial 44-84900, NAGA No. 127. This
is the plane spotted by Mr. Smeltzer. Below are two
views of it. This airplane is reported to have been
used for carrier trials by the NACA and of course car-
ries the tail alteration. l^/hether or not it f lew with
the PA ANG is open to question, although the stenciling
under the cockpit reads rrAir National Guard ETF-5lD-25'
NA" and the markings would seem to confirm that it did
operate with the ANG.
5) P-5lD-25-NT, serial 44-84944, NACA N0.
tai ls avai lable.
7) P-5lD-25-NT, seriat 44-84953, NACA No.
tails available.

128. No de-

129. No de-

8) P-5lH-5-NA, serial 44-54415, NACA No. 130. Used by
the NACA as late as 1958, carried the word TEST in large
letters beneath the cockpit. No AAF serial carried, but
simply "NACA-l30" on the rear fuselage, ahead and below
the stabilizer leading edge.
9) P-5tD-25-NT, serial 44-84958, NACA No. t48. Fitted
with the "High" tail modification. Carried the Ione
number rrl4Srr on both sides of the fin, where the stan-
dard AAF serial number would appear.

These are all the Mustangs I have recorded that were
associated with the NACA. There are a great many ques-
tions unanswered about these airplanes, not the least of
which is the apparent 'rH-ifying" of the taiI assemblies
on all of the D models. lf any Member can fill in some
of the history of any, or all, of these Mustangs, it
would help clear up somewhat of a mystery.
Ken A. McLean, P-51/F-6 Special ist , 146 Lincoln Dr,
Beaconsf ield, Quebec, Canada.

N A C A NORTH AMERICAN MUSTANGS

I was interested in seeing the PA ANG P-5tO on page
144 of the Summer 1966 JOURNAL, submitted by Member H.
Smeltzer. This aircraft is one of nine Mustanqs which

.l

Undated photo of same aircraft, serial number 44-84900.
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North American P-5lD-25-NT at Reading, Pa., June 1950.
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CURTISS RzC COMMEI{TS

I would I ike to put forth a few I'additional" com-
ments on Thomas G. Foxworthts article on the Curtiss
R2C racers in the J0URNAL, Vol ll, No l. First, there
are a few names not mentioned in the article of people
involved, two of whom are still living. Dr Theodore F.
tJright, who has had a fabulous career in aviation and
who is now retired from several Cornell posts, was our
Chief Engineer during the 1923 and later periods. Wm L.
Gi lmore (deceased) was above Ted and was probably of the
Di rector of Engineering, if not V.P. Engineeringrclass.
However, Bill Gilmore was unguestionably the leader in
many of the essential design features going into these
airplanes--as well as the N.C. designs. AnotJer man was
t/iIIiam Wait who was Project Engineer on most, if not
all, of these airplanes.

I also noted mention of S. Albert Reedrs propellers
(bui lt by Curtiss, which had exclusive I icense from him).
He was a retired Ph.D. and was addressed as rrDoctorrrby
al l. Ted Wright's Ph.D. was honorary and came much lat-
eF, probably in the l94Os.

Regarding the name of the Garden City Company, as I

write I have before me a print of the dedication of the
plant taken in early 1918. Chiseled in stone, high and
large, is the name "Curtiss Engineering Corporation.rl
Now undoubtedly the parent company, with offices in Buf-
falo, was therrCurtiss Aeroplane and Motor Co.,', but the
Garden City plant was an independent subsidiary.

0n Page 8 of the article, in the first full para-
graoh, there is mention of rrCurtiss-ply" oF wood strips
9Oo tc each other. Please note that on a conical fuse-
lage you cannot hold a fixed anqle. You may start with
9Oo at the center and work both ways, but the angle will
of itself progressively change. The "tacked in strips"
were actually riveted with copper tacks. These were in-
itial ly driven thru the plywood and into the wooden form,
then after removing the shel I the protruding tacks were
rivited over inside. The glue was casein.

Briefly, for myself, I joined the Curt iss Engineer-
ing Corp at Garden City on December 13, l9l7 and except
for several years of flying (also Curtiss-related com-
panies) | was with them and successor companies until
August ll, 1951. 0n the racers, my specialty was the
layout and detailing of the entire tail section, plus
surfaces, and the wing skin radiators, mostly under the
watchful eye of Bill l./ait.
George A. Page, Jr, Rt l, Taylor Rd, Reynoldsburg, 0hio.

FOI(KER F.32 CORRECTIONS

fn regard to the Fokker F.32 article(in the JoURNAL
Vol ll, No 2) | thought you might like to know that the
bottom right photo on page l17 does not show Fokkerrs
ai r yacht. The picture shows the passenger cabin mock-
up of the Handley Page 42 Hannibul built for lmperial
Airways. lt shows the rear cabin. Between the fore and
aft cabins were the galley to port and mail and baggage
holds to starboard. The crew door, seen on the far
bulkhead, was moved to starboard on the actual aircraft
and set at about 4! degrees.
John Stroud, ll Mornington Ave, London t/.14, England.

FRENCH AIR UICTORY SCORING

The article by Mr. J. Cuny, "Hawk 75 in French Ser-
vicerr, JOURNAL, Vol ll, No l, was excel lent and most
interesting. lt not only furnished information on an
American-bui lt ai rcraft flown during World War | | but
also gave a vivid picture of the operations of the
French Air Force during those dark days of 1940.

However, there is an item that I feel needs to be
added to the explanation of the French scoring system
as described by Mr. Cuny in his footnotes. While con-
firmation of victories was most difficult under the
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scoring regulations, pi lots were credited with one whole
victory even though they may have shared the destruct-
ion of the enemy aircraft with others. In other words
i f four pi lots col laborated i n the destruct ion of one
plane, al I four were credited with one official victory
each. This credit system was a hold-over from the
French scor ing method of [,/or ld lVar I , and as far as is
known, France was the only country to so credit individ-
ual pi lots in this manner. For example, Cdt Marin la
Mesleers l5 confirmed victories as broken down from his
citations would have been credited as 9.55 when broken
i nto th i rds , fourth and ha I ves .

Victory credits for units would not be affected, for
the unit was allowed only one victory for each enemy
ai rcraft destroyed regardless of how many pi lots col lab-
orated. The score of the French Air Force is most com-
mendable no matter how one looks at the scores of indiv-
iduals, and I sincerely hope we will be reading more
articles by this excel lent historian.
William N. Hess, 9641 Kingston Rd, Shreveport, La.

CURTISS FLEDGLII{G PTANS

Does anyone have accurate, well-detailed, 3-view
drawings of the Curtiss Fledgling, or know where such
plans are avai lable? lf so, please drop me a Iine and
let me know. I recently had to measure up a restored,
flying Curtiss Fledgl ing (an aircraft since shipped to
the Brazi I ian government for probable use in a museum
as an example of the first Brazilian air mail plane) in
order to have a set of drawings for model work, as I

have never seen any drawings of this plane. My drawings
and detai ls are quite accurate and satisfactory for my
purposes, however, they cannot compare with factory
drawings, if they exist at all. lf I do not receive a
response from this item, I shall assume that no one has
drawings of the Fledgling, or knows factually where such
drawings are available, and I shall proceed to make up
a set of 3-views and detai ls on the particular Fledgl-
ing which I measured for a future JOURNAL article. lf
you have Fledgling plans or know where they may be ob-
tained, please drop me a line. Your note will be most
appreciated and may save hours of work.
f,/arren D. Shipp, 187 t/ortman Ave, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11207.

PASSING OF AUIATIOI{ PERSOI{ALITIES I{OTED

Thanks to the help and interest of Members E. T.
Smallwood, Royal D. Frey, Henri DrEstout, T. Gordon
Sollman, Frank Strnad, Capt Neil M. Goen and Richard
L. Seely the JOURNAL has received word of the passing
of the fol lowrng aviation personal ities.

Maj. Gen. Caleb V. Haynes died at Carmel, Calif. on
Apri I 6, 1966 at the age of 71. General Haynes was a
long-time heavy bomber pilot and commanded the American
Ai r Task Force in India during t/W I l.

Andre Herbemont died in France on April 13, 1966 at
the age of 76. He became research bureau head of Bler-
iot-Spad in l919 and designed all Spad aircraft construc-
ted from that time on.

George | . Myers died at ly'alnut Creek, Cal if . on
April 19,1955 at the age of 74. He flew the mails in
1923 and joined what is today United Air Lines as an
original pi lot captain in 1927.

James G. Ray died in Washington, D.C. on May l!,
1955 at the age of 69. He organized P itcairn Aviation,
a predecessor of Eastern Airlines, and in the 1930s
was general manager of All American Aviation, a pred-
ecessor of Al I egheny Ai r I i nes.

Austin Ledyard Sands died in Newport, R. l. on May

30, 1965 at the age of 79. He taught f lying in [./1./ l,
later set a new altitude record from El I ington Field,
Texas, flying a plane to 24,000 feet without oxygen,
and was an Executive Officer of the 355th Fighter Group
during VJorld War ll.


