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changes and was abandoned. The most important modifica-
tion we made was the substitution of a .50 cal. machine
gun in the nose in place of the.30 cal. We soon added
two steel bands around the plexiglass as a result of this
change. The first plane to fire its new.50 had the en-
tire plexiglass nose shattered from the heavy recoi'l ,

and the pilot had a hard time getting it home with the
smooth airfIow gone.

Later, when the 8-26 was awarded its more popular
al iases, we concluded that the trouble was mainly unfam-
i l iarity with the ai rcraft. The older 8-26A models had

abnormal rudder forces, and we had to fight the rudder
pedals constantly, whereas the "B" and later models were
extremely stable. The mai n problem was always one-eng-
ine operation, particularly on takeoff. Unless you were
able to roll the rudder tab fast enough, the torque from
the other engine would cause the plane to slow roll and

then spin into the ground--very tricky for the new pi lot.
When I later became a 8'26 instructor, I found that

many students were sure they were already dead, merely
by being assigned to B-25s. We always tried to give the
new pilot confidence and teach him one-engine operation
as soon as possible. But unfortunately, the B-26 main-
tained its reputation as sure death, despite its out-
standing record in Europe. The B-26 real ly was a great
ai rcraft, even though it was not a particularly easy or
pleasant plane to fly outside of combat.

The closest competitor of the Marauder, the North
American B-25, was only a fair aircraft to our squadron
overseas. !'/hen they f i rst arr ived at the 70th everyone
liked them, but after a while they seemed to have very
fl imsy construction in comparison to the B-25. The B-25
was much noisier in the cockpit, seemed to be slower,
and was general ly felt to be inferior to the B-25. The

Marauder had insti I led a lot of confidence in the crews,
but the B-25 was just another airplane.

The only other bomber which might be classed as a

medium, was the Lockheed B-34, which looked I ike a truck
and flew like one. lt had nowhere near the responsive"
ness of the B-25, or even the B-25, and was much slower.
tde flew several practice missions with the Royal Austral-
i an Ai r Forcers Hudsons, wh i ch were somewhat s i mi I ar to
the B-34. Even though they took off an hour before us,
we overtoc..rk them before reaching the target. lf the
B-25 was sl ightly inferior to the 8-26, the B-34 should
have been scrapped.

TOTH SQUADRON MISSION LIST

Below are listed the active mission list of the Toth
Squadron during its two tours of action in the Guadal-
canal area, 1942-1943. The innumerable sub patrol mis-
s ions have been omi tted s i nce noth i ng ever happened dur-
i ng the course of such mi ss ions.

No. Date

l l 1/15/42

2 tt/1 7/42
3 I /3/43
4 | /3/43
5 1 /3/43
6 | / 10/43

7 | / 12/43

8 I /23/43
9 l/23/43
lo 1/25/43
ll t/25/43
t2 | /28/43
t3 1/29/43
l4 1 /29/43

t5 | /30/43
t6 | /30/43

t7 2/3 /43

Ta roef Los seS

ground 0

s upport
Guadalcanal 0

Munda 0

Munda 0

Munda 0

Guadalcanal l

Munda 2

Munda 0

Munda 0

Ko I ombangara 0

Munda 0

Kol ombangara 0

Munda 0

Ko I ombanga ra 0

Munda 0

Munda 0

Munda 0

Rema r ks

only strafing
by 70th Sq.
claim I ship

No.4t-17550
lost to flak
Eddy lost to
f I ak. 4t-17587
lost over field.

surpri se rai d

light flak
heavy f I ak
heavy f I ak
best bomb i ng
done by sq.
n^ 

^nnnqifinn
raid with B-17
€" B-24
heavy f I ak

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: For his first JOURNAL article, Jay

Sherlockrs subject stemmed natural ly from the source of
his aviation interest, his father's AAF/USAF career.
One of our youngest writers, at the age of twenty, hers
done a very fine job in adding to the record of ilflying
experiences." Jay I ives at 4672 Flamingto Park Court,
Fremont, California and is a student at california state
Col lege in Hayward. A plastic modeler and photographer
of aircraft, he has been taking color sl ides of planes
at a steady pace since beginning in 1963 while his fath-
er (now retired) was stationed in Japan.

IItlRlY 1[1l 0ltY ilt1D il RCRI
The story of Langley Field, Virginia was published

in the J0URNAL, Vol 10, No l, covering its history from
l917 through 1945. This history saw the U. S. Army be-
gin active operations at Langley in the late spring of
1917, but unfortunately there was not then, and there
is not now, a great deal of information in existence
on the aircraft and happenings at the field during the
years of l^/orld l^/ar I . However, in the t lme that has
passed s i nce publ i cat ion, the author, MSgt Merle 0lm-
sted, USAF (Ret), has unearthed some photos that give
a broader view into the activities occurring during
those years, Seven of these photos are reProduced on
the following two pages.

A main point of interest stemming from these photos
concerns the degree of experimentation that went on at
Langley in the l9l7-1919 era. Al I of the histories of the
field state that Langley was to be built as the nation-
al experimental aviation station, fu! they go on to say
that because of the slowness of construction both the
Army and Navy went elsewhere to carry on experimental

work. The photos here, though, indicate that a con-
siderable amount of experimental work was done at
Langley Field.

The first photo, top of the page opposite, shows

one of two Albree Scouts (serial numbers ll5 and ll7)
on the line at Langley in August of 1917, 0f interest
in the background is the little-known Heinrich Victor
Scout. The next two photos show the first of four
Curtiss S-3 Triplanes and the crash of one Triplane
at Langley Field in Apri I of 1918. The photo at the
bottom of the page shows one of a number of foreign-
bui lt ai rcraft in national markings that were at Lang-
ley--the base supply bui lding is visible in the back-
ground of this photo. The following page shows a
Voisin and a Macchi Seaplane at Langley, in l9l7 and

November l9l7 respectively. The final photo shows the
rare and mammoth Johns Multiplane at Langley Field in
I 91 9. As far as i s known, i t never f lew.

(fditorrs Note: Sincerest thanks go to Merle 0lm-
sted for maki ng thi s photo coverage avai lable' )
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Albree Scout

Curt i ss S-3

N i euport l7
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Above--Macchi Seaolane National Archives I I l-SC-1278 Belorv--Johns Mu lt i plane

Nat ional Archives I I l-SC-3288
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