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Boeing B-52F-Bl./-70 , Jl-16\, on cuam, J,larch 1956. "Connie's Competition" had 55 missions. (All photos by the author)

2J' $ 01180il11 0 B, I El|[M
By CHARLES B. MAYER

A change of command ceremony April l, 1955 marked
the end of ten months of continuous combat duty by Stra-
tegic Air Command bomb wings flying Boeing B-J2F type
aircraft. During this period, personnel and ai rcraft
from four different SAC wings were temporari ly station-
ed at Anderson Air Force Base, Guam.

The 7th Bomb Wing, Carswell AFB, Texas, assumed com-
mand in August 1965 from a combined Wing which had been
at Anderson since May 1965. The reIieved Iy'ing was com-
posed of personnel from Barksdale AFB, Louisiana and
Mather AFB, Cal ifornia. In turn, Carswel lrs 7th Bomb

Wi ng ',vas re I i eved i n December 1965 by a comb i ned VJi ng
made up of the 454tn Bomb Wing from Columbus AFB, Miss-
issippi and the 320th Bomb Wing from Mather AFB. The
ceremony on April lst saw the 454th/320th turn over the
respons i bi I i ty of support i ng U. S. Operat ions i n Viet
Nam to a combined wing from El lsworth AFB, South Dakota
and Turner AFB, Georgia--the 28th/484th Bomb t{ing (ero-
visional). Because the latter is equipped with B-52D
ai rcraft, the last B-52F sortie in March meant the com-
pletion of a memorable combat tour for the "F Troops

The first bombs dropped in anger by SAC aircraft
were loosed by B-52Fs on June 18, 1965. The fol lowing
days and months saw an i ncrease i n the number and i nten-
sity of the raids as fl ight crews and maintenance men
found thei r pace. Mi ss ions were flown almost dai ly
throughout the last half of 1965, and multi-target mis-
sions occurred quite frequently. 01d traditions, buried
since ly'orld War ll and only brief ly revived during the
l(orean VJar, appeared again. Aircraft began to sport
names on their noses and small painted bombs to indicate
combat missions flown. Along with the names, in many

cases, came artwork to i I lustrate the name.
Carswel I's 7th Bomb Wing started a new tradit ion by

adopting the name of "Black Knights of the Mekong" for
the duration of its combat tour. The 454th/32oth fol-
lolved the lead and, early in its combat tour, chose the
name'rVietnam lron Dukes.r' In both cases, unit patches

of the appropriate insignia were worn on uniforms by
al I personnel. The names were justified by the statis-
ics that accompanied them. The 7th Bomb \{ing flew more
than 1,000 combat sorties in four months. The 454th/
32}th bettered this record by flying over 1,400 combat
sorties and dropping more than 50,000 bombs during the
four months from December through March. The 28thl484th
wh i ch has recent I y acqu i red the name of rrVi etnam Bl ack
Baronsr', wi I t have a tough time matching either of these
records.

0f the B-52Fs on Guam, almost three-quarters were
named. The names were general ly painted on by the
ground crews. F I i ght crews weren't ass i gned to any one
aircraft, and seldom did they fly the same one twice in
a row. They consequently did not take too much part in
the naming of planes.

Some names were inspi red by wives and gi rlfriends,
as i n "Sus i eQ" and 'rlovetnr Loi s. " Some were taken from
TV shows, I ike I'F Troopil and "The Lively Setrr, and some

were meant to sound fri ghten i ng, I i ke rrThunder Express"
and ilscreami nr Demon. " 0thers expressed the frustrat ion
of the maintenance men in trying to keep the planes com-
bat-ready. Some examPles were "The Old Sowil and "Crap
Out.'r But all of the names showed the humor of the crews
and gave an indication of the spirit that enabled them,
in the face of tropical temperatures and humidity, rains
and typhoons, lack of parts and corrosive salt ai r, to
keep the planes flying.

Many of these planes, named and unnamed, flew more
than 50 combat missions. Some had 80 or 90 missions
to their credit, and one flew .l02 combat missions during
its stay on Guam. lt flew on the first mission and stay'
ed to fly one of the last missions. lt was also a dis-
tinguished aircraft for another reason--it was the first
F-model to roll off the production lines at Boeing's
l/ichita plant some nine years ago. lts name? "Lady
Luck", a B-52F, serial 57'139.
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"Mekong Express", 57'144, after 8l of its
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"Lady Luck", B-52F-Bw-55, 57'139, after l00th mission- llThe f ron Maiden'l girl riding bomb, 57-035, 35 nissions.
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'rThunder Express',, B-52F-B!t-70, 5j-169, after 68 missions. ljndernose section is white and underfuselage is black.
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