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Anrerican Export Airlines was incorporated in 1937 in the conpany's stock and in Novenber the name "American
Del aware as a subsidiary of Anerican Export Lines, Inc., Qverseas Airlines" was adopted. At the sane time Amer-
and transatlantic survey flights began at once. During ican Airlines took controlling interest, the CAB.
the next three years a very careful log of weather, and awarded the conpany a seven year certificate for a route
ot her neteorol ogical and navigational aids was recorded. over the North Atlantic from Chicago, Detroit, Washing-
The airline ordered its first aircraft in Septenber of ton, Baltinore, Philadel phia, New York and Boston to 11
1938, a 15-ton sem-cantilever Consolidated Mdel 28 northern European countries and Russia. |In Cctober of
(PBY-4) flying boat. The plane, costing $200, 000, was 1945 four—engi ne Dougl as G 54s repl aced the VS 44s and
the first of its type to be built for conmercial service. service was begun under the new certificate from New
It had a nmaxi mum speed of 199 nph at 7,800 feet and a York to London via Gander and Shannon.
cruising speed of 179 nph at the sane altitude while the Anrerican Overseas Airlines inaugurated service to
landing speed was 69 nph. Rate of clinb at sea |evel Scandi navi an countries and Germany in 1946, to Iceland
was 920 feet per ninute and usable ceiling was 24, 000 in March 1947 and to Finland in June 194?. By the md-
feet. Wth a crew of six and a payl oad of 2,000 pounds dle of 1948 the conpany was serving ten countries: Eng-
its cruising radius was 4,000 ml es. land, Scotland, Holland, Cernany, |celand, Sweden, Nor-

Plans called for transatlantic flights to be started way, Dennark and Finland. Although routes to Poland and
from New York to principal European countries with later Russia were authorized, they never becane operational
expansions to North Africa and the Mddle East. The due to the lack of landing rights.
routes to be flown were selected to suppl enent the ser- In 1948 AQA's fleet included seven Lockheed L-049
vices of Anerican Export Lines, for 20 years operators Constel lations, five G54s and one DC- 3, and the next
of Anmerican flag steanships to Mediterranean and Bl ack year they took delivery of eight Boeing B-377 doubl e-
Sea ports. In July 1940 the conpany received a tenpor- deck Stratocruisers. On Decenber 13, 1948 an agreenent
ary certificate authorizing the carrying of passengers was reached between American Airlines and Pan Anerican
and mail and property service between New York and Lis- A rways providing (subject to CA B approval) for the
bon. The authorization was pronpted by the prem se that sale and transfer of Anerican Overseas' routes and
Pan Anerican Airways' transatlantic nonopoly was not in equi pnent and other assets to Pan Anerican. Prior to
the public interest. the purchase tal ks Anerican Airlines owned 61.9%of the

The first non-stop transatlantic commercial flight stock and Anerican Export Lines owied 20% The latter
was made in June 1942 with Anerican Export's new Vought - opposed the sale. In fact, a group of ADA enpl oyees
Sikorsky VS-44 flying boat. It was also in this year tried to purchase the conpany.
that the CAB. required that the shipping conpany di- On Septenber 18, 1950 a stockhol der of Anerican Air-
vest itself of controlling stock. lines filed suit in Federal Dstrict Gourt in Chicago

Al during the war from 1942 to 1945, AEA continued to enjoin the sale of Anerican Overseas to Pan Anerican.
service using VS-44 flying boats and operated a fl eet The suit charged that the proposed price of $17,450, 000
of four-engine Navy flying boats across the North and was about $12,000,000 under the actual value of the prop-
South Atlantic on a four continent route for the Naval erties. Following nonths of extended public hearings
Air Transport Service. On Cctober 23, 1944 one of the and deliberation, the CAB. held, in My 1950, that the
Arerican Export Airlines' planes, the VS 44A "Hying public interest required denial of Pan Arerican's ap-
Aces", set a new commercial flight record from New York plication to acquire Arerican Overseas. Its decision
to Europe of fourteen and one-half hours. Qher "firsts" was presented to President Truman who, late in June,
included trained nurse-stewardess service on all flights sustai ned the Board's decision. As the decision was be-
and cooked full-course nmeals aloft. ing prepared for publication a few days later, the Pres-

In July 1945 American Airlines acquired 51%of all ident reversed his position and demanded the 8oard ap-
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prove the sale. C A B. Chairman O Connell resigned in 27310 N90906 Fl agshi p Copenhagen
protest over the President's action. The sudden rever- — N90907 —
sal was ascribed to political pressure unparalleled in — N90909 Fl agship Kefl avik
U S air transport history. 35984 — N90910 Fl agshi p Shannon
35978 — N90911 Fl agshi p Reyj avi k
During its relatively brief life, AEA/ ACA owned and 35986 — N90912 Fl agshi p Prestwi ck
operated a nunber of aircraft and these are listed bel ow 35983 — N90913 Fl agshi p Amst er dam
by type and indicating Constructor's Number, Delivery — — N90914 —
Date, Registration Nunmber and Aircraft Name (with sub- 35929 — N90915 Fl agshi p Gander
sequent nanmes in brackets). 43110 —_ N90886 Fl agshi p London
ON No. Del. Date Reg. No. Aircraft Nane Lockheed L-049 Constellation (A
Gonsol i dated Mdel 28 (AEA) 2051 4-9- 46 N90921 Fl agshi p Sweden
(Mercury & London)
NC 18997 2052 3-25- 46 N90922 Fl agshi p Dennark
(Gl o & Copenhagen)
Vought - Si korsky VS-44 (AEA) 2053 3-27-46 N90923 Flagship Geat Britain
(St ockhol m & Gsl 0)
4400 NX 41880 Fying Ace Excalibur 2054 4-4-46 N90924 Fl agshi p Hol | and
4401 NC 41881 (Shannon & Anst er dam
4402 NC 41882 2063 5-15- 46 N90925 Fl agshi p Anmerica
4403 NC 41883 ( Copenhagen)
2064 5-15-46 N90926 Fl agship Ere (Arsterdan)
Douglas DG3 (A 2065 5- 20- 46 N90927 Fl agshi p A asgow
2217 — N25686 Fl agshi p Hel si nki Boei ng B-377 Stratocruiser (AQY
13783 NC 90908
15957 6- 13- 49 N90941 Fl agshi p Europe
Douglas G54 (A 15958 7-30-49 N90942 Flagship Geat Britain
15959 8- 20- 49 N90943 Fl agshi p Hol | and
27353 NB0901 Fl agshi p St ockhol m 15960 9-17-49 N90944 Fl agship Ireland
27338 N90902 Fl agshi p London (Frankfurt) 15961 10- 6-49 N90945 Fl agshi p Norway
N90903 Fl agship Gslo 15962 11-10-49  N90946 Fl agshi p Sweden
27290 N90904 Fl agshi p New Engl and 15963 11-18-49  N90947 Fl agshi p Dennark
27344 N90905 Fl agshi p @ asgow (Berlin) 15964 1-5-50 N90948 Fl agshi p Scot | and
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