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behind our I ines. Lt. Mi I ler was taken to a oress-
ing station where he died.

"Mi l ler and I were given official credit for these
two airplanes."

Lt. Thornpson's first victory was never off icially
credited to him, the one downed on February 5th, and the
bi I I i ntroduced i nto the House of Representati ves oy
Congressman Byron P. Harlan, H.R. 1094 of 1935, which
would have declared his the First official victory by
an ai rman in the uni form of the United States. was nev-
er reported out of commi ttee.

To Be Continued.. , .

FOOTNOTES:

O Duncan, Claude E., General, USAF, Ret. ,,The Real
ltalian Detachment'r, Cross t Cockade, Vol. l, No. 2,

Summer 1960, pp 42-J2, lllus.
@ tbid., p.48,
@ DEC0RATt0NS, U. S. ARMY, 1852 - 1926. t^/ar Depart-
m9ft, 0ffice of the Adjutant General, 1927, p. v.
@ L/ythe, George, Major, U.S.A., Division Historian.
A HISTORY 0F THE 90th DlVlSl0N. Published by 90th Div-
ision Assn. , 1920. 259 pages, | | lus., indexed, p. 154.
O Letter from Mrs. Thelma B. LeFevre to J. J. Smith.
Springfield, 0hio, 2/ January 1951.

AUTHORTS N0TE: We are indebted greatly to Mr. John J.
Smi th of Los Angeles for the painstaking research lead-
ing to the location of former members of the I2th Aero
Squadron. At the present, letters col lected and loca-
tions are almost exclusively from the former officers
of the Squadron. I f any readers of this series of art-
icles know of the names and addresses of any enl isted
personnel of the Squadron, please forward these to Mr.
Smi th at 57 l4 Rimpau Blvd., Los Anqeles, Cal i fornia

lkc!, lUlike and Pete
The most famous triplets in the history of Ar;rerican

air racing were the trio of low r,ring, inline engined
planes created and flown by Benjamin 0."Benny" Hor^rard.
Fi rst of these 'rras the sleek and beautiful ilPete" in
which Benny uron five firsts at the National Air Races in
Chicago, 1930 ("Pete" is shor,rn belor.r as it appeared at
Chicago on 23 August l93O and wi th Benny Howard beside
the cockpit), with a closed course higlr speed of l53.Ot
mi Ies per hour, and placed thi rd in the Thompson Trophy
Race. The next year, at the Nationals, "Pete" scored
three secondsand turo thirds, and it was clear that com-
petition vias catchinq up vrith the Gypsy-engined plane.

For the 1932 National Air Races, Benny came up with
two nearly identical (except for the landing gear) rac-
ers, the Menasco powered "Mike" and rrlkerr. He won two
f irstsand a second to"lkerr, \y'i lliam Ong flew to seventh
in the Thompson (at 191.073 mph) and Gladys 0rDonnel I

won the womenrs Aerol Trophy Race in "lke", 'rMike'r had
a second, a fourth and a fi fth with a best closed course
speed of 172.680 mph. At the 1933 Nationals,rrMike"
came into its own with Roy Minor as pilot winning four
fi rsts, two seconds and two thi rds (one in the Thompson
at 199.87 mph). rrPete, last appeared at the Nationals
in 1935,'rMikeil in 1936 and rtlkerr in 1937.
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Above, "Mi ke", Howard
wheels. Benny Howard
NR56Y,39, ready for

DGA-4, NR55Y, 38,
is in the cockpit

its f irst race at

dr*r.W

i s seen on 30 June
with wife, Maxine,

C'l eve land, 3l August

1933 prior to the National Ai r Races with smal l, panted
standing beside the plane. Below, "lkerr, Howard DGA-!,

1932, and equ i pped wi th un i que, tandem whee I s .
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