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Mustang Pilot: 3 5 2 n d Fighter Group
B y C H A R L E S B . M A Y E R 

The b lue nosed Mustang skimmed low over the hedges
and f i e l d s o f F rance , r i s i n g t o c l e a r a g e n t l e h i l l and
then s e t t l i n g i n t o the v a l l e y beyond. O f f t o the l e f t ,
the p i l o t knew, was the v i l l a g e of Forges and a few
m i l e s away to the r i g h t was D ieppe. He raced o n , low,
because t h a t morn ing the 8 th A i r Force Opera t i ons O f f i -
cer had s a i d , " S t r a f e t a r g e t s o f o p p o r t u n i t y on the way
back f rom your m i s s i o n . "

W i t h o u t w a r n i n g t h e r e were f l a s h e s from the muzzles
o f guns on the ground and f i e r y g o l f b a l l s s a i l e d pas t
the p i l o t ' s w i n d s h i e l d . There was not even t ime to g i v e
a w a r n i n g to h i s wingman as he wheeled over on one w ing
to evade the f i r e . Too l a t e ! He heard the sharp c rack
and p i ng as German b u l l e t s smashed i n t o h i s Mustang.
Almost immed ia te l y the need le on the c o o l a n t tempera-
t u r e gauge began to c l i m b . His c o o l a n t system had been
h i t , and i t w o u l d n ' t b e long b e f o r e the eng ine s e i z e d .

Seeking a p l ace to land h i s c r i p p l e d p l a n e , the
p i l o t s t u d i e d the c o u n t r y ahead. T h e r e - - t h a t l i t t l e
open pa tch near the woods. Q u i c k l y he dropped h i s f l a p s
and j e t t i s o n e d the canopy. As speed decreased he nosed
up keep ing the w ings l e v e l and , s i n k i n g s t e a d i l y , gu ided
the p lane down. Smoke and steam poured ou t f rom the now
red ho t eng ine and l e f t a d i r t y grey banner to mark the
Mus tang 's p a t h . The ground came c l o s e r and b l u r r e d
somewhat f rom the speed of h i s app roach . Then, j u s t be-
f o r e the i m p a c t , he cu t a l l s w i t c h e s and braced h i m s e l f .
W i th a j a r r i n g c rash the p lane dropped to the ground and
plowed a long f u r r o w t h r o u g h the t u r f .

F i n a l l y t he machine came to a s t o p , and the o n l y
sound was the h i s s i n g and t i n k l i n g of the e n g i n e . The
p i l o t loosened h i s s h o u l d e r h a r n e s s , jumped ou t and
s p r i n t e d toward the nearby woods. German p a t r o l s were
p r o b a b l y l o o k i n g f o r him even now, and he had to get as
f a r away f rom the p lane as p o s s i b l e b e f o r e they found i t .

These s h o r t m inu tes began a th ree -week adven tu re
t h a t 1st L t . Har ry H. Barnes wou ld remember f o r t he
r e s t o f h i s l i f e .

Har ry Barnes was born in 1922, grew up in W i l l i a m s -
v i l l e , New York l i v i n g much the same l i f e as thousands
of o t h e r young men. He got h i s f i r s t c a r , had a h i g h
schoo l s w e e t h e a r t , and e n t e r e d A l f r e d U n i v e r s i t y in New
York where he remained f o r t h r e e and a h a l f years b e f o r e
j o i n i n g the Army A i r Forces . Winn ing h i s p i l o t ' s w i n g s ,
he l ea rned to f l y the b i g Repub l i c P-47, l a t e r mastered
the Nor th Amer ican P-51 Mustang and was sent to England
where he was ass igned to the 487 th F i g h t e r Squadron of
t he 352nd F i g h t e r Group. He made seve ra l f a m i l i a r i z a -
t i o n f l i g h t s , was i n d o c t r i n a t e d in p rocedures and was
ad judged ready f o r o p e r a t i o n s .

L i e u t e n a n t Barnes f l ew h i s f i r s t combat m i ss i ons i n
March 1944. He hand led h i s a i r c r a f t w e l l on these bomb-
er e s c o r t m i s s i o n s and drew the r e c o g n i t i o n o f the
Squadron Commanding O f f i c e r , L t . C o l . John C. Meyer, as
w e l l as t h a t o f two o t h e r Squadron aces , W i l l i a m Whisner
and George Preddy. His f l y i n g a b i l i t y d i d no t go unre-
warded f o r l o n g , and he j o i n e d the ranks o f the success-
f u l 487 th Hunters when he shot down an FW 190 on 4 A p r i l
1944. Th i s k i l l was f o l l o w e d two weeks l a t e r by a Mes-
s e r s c h m i t t 109 w h i c h , though h e a v i l y h i t , had to be
l i s t e d as o n l y damaged when no t seen to c r a s h .

The P-51s of t he 487 th c o n t i n u e d t h e i r bomber es-
c o r t s , c o v e r i n g the Big F r i ends a s they h i t t a r g e t a f t e r
t a r g e t deep in Germany. On 5 May 1944, Barnes scored

h i s second k i l l w i t h a 109 f a l l i n g b e f o r e the guns o f
h i s P-51C. Three days l a t e r he was a long when the
352nd won a D i s t i n g u i s h e d U n i t C i t a t i o n - - 4 6 Group Mus-
tangs found 100 to 150 enemy f i g h t e r s coming in on the
bombers near Bremen, a t t a c k e d and drove them o f f and
then chased them to the deck d e s t r o y i n g 27 enemy a i r -
c r a f t f o r the loss o f o n l y one o f t h e i r own.

A long about even ing on 12 May 1944, Barnes s topped
by Group O p e r a t i o n s . A F i e l d Order was coming in and
t h a t meant a m i s s i o n the nex t day. He headed f o r h i s
q u a r t e r s to get some sack t ime and soon f e l l a s l e e p .

E a r l y the nex t m o r n i n g , the o r d e r l y ' s f l a s h l i g h t
g l a r e d i n t o Barnes' s t i l l s l eepy eyes . The o r d e r l y mov-
ed o n , awakening o t h e r p i l o t s schedu led t o f l y , and
Barnes a r o s e , washed and d r e s s e d , and headed f o r t he
mess h a l l . He had a t i n y p r e m o n i t i o n t h a t t u r n e d out
to be r i g h t - - p o w d e r e d eggs a g a i n . He choked them down
and washed away the t a s t e w i t h hot c o f f e e , wonder ing
how the day would t u r n o u t . B r i e f i n g , schedu led f o r
07 :30 , would g i v e him a b e t t e r i d e a .

At Squadron O p e r a t i o n s , a few minu tes l a t e r , Barnes
checked the boa rd . He was s l a t e d to f l y No. 2 in " C "
( red) F l i g h t o f the lead squadron . W e l l , he t h o u g h t ,
I ' l l be r i g h t up in f r o n t , wingman to the Group Comman-
d e r .

Ou ts ide he cou ld hear the eng ines of the weapons
c a r r i e r s and j eeps as t h e i r d r i v e r s s t a r t e d them up.
Everybody went ou t and p i l e d i n t o the v e h i c l e s wh ich
would take them to the b r i e f i n g over a t Group O p e r a t i o n s .
As they wheeled a long the p e r i m e t e r o f t he f i e l d Barnes
watched the r i s i n g sun throw r e f l e c t i o n s o f f the p l e x i -
g l a s s o f t he P-51s s t a n d i n g a b o u t .

In the l a r g e Nisson hut wh ich served as 352nd Group
Opera t i ons the p i l o t s o f the 3 2 8 t h , 486 th and 487 th
F i g h t e r Squadrons were n o i s i l y engaged in c o n v e r s a t i o n s
about the coming m i s s i o n . Up near the f r o n t , L t . C o l .
John C. Meyer sa t q u i e t l y amid the hubbub. Young and
a l o o f , he was an e x c e l l e n t l eader and h i s t a l e n t had
been recogn i zed when he was made CO of t he 4 8 7 t h . He
led a lmost every m i s s i o n and was a s k i l l e d s h o t . His
was a demanding l e a d e r s h i p , but h i s men respec ted him
and met h i s demands.

Over near the window Major George Preddy was t a l k i n g
w i t h Glennon T. Moran. " R a t s y " Preddy was a r e l a x e d
S o u t h e r n e r , c o n f i d e n t i n h i s own a b i l i t y but never cocky
or e g o t i s t i c a l , though he a l r e a d y had more than 20 v i c -
t o r i e s . He was noted f o r h i s c o o l n e s s ; he never became
e x c i t e d , excep t perhaps in the m idd le o f a r o a r i n g scrap
w i t h the 109s of JG 26. He was a good m ixe r and was
always w i l l i n g to pass a long s u g g e s t i o n s and techn iques
t o younger , less expe r i enced p i l o t s .

Glen Moran was Preddy's f a v o r i t e wingman. Moran had
the sha rpes t eyes in the Group and c o u l d spot bog ies
long b e f o r e they were v i s i b l e t o anyone e l s e . This
meant t h a t he and Preddy were always one jump ahead of
the enemy, and they u s u a l l y led the Squadron in p r e s s i n g
the a t t a c k . Moran was a l s o a c r a c k sho t and a l r e a d y had
s e v e r a l k i l l s t o h i s c r e d i t .

Near the back of t he room, as Barnes came i n , was
W i l l i a m T. Whisner . Whisner was born to f l y a P-51 and
he hand led one as though i t were an e x t e n s i o n of h i s
body. He was f u l l of l i f e and f u n , and as Barnes saw
him now, he was d e s c r i b i n g h i s l a s t b i g f i g h t to ano ther
p i l o t , d i v i n g and t u r n i n g w i t h h i s hands t o s i m u l a t e the
a i r c r a f t i n the u n i v e r s a l g e s t u r e s used b y f i g h t e r p i l o t s .

A . A . H . S . JOURNAL
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Lt. Col. John C. Meyer's P-51D-10-NA, 44-14151, PETIE 2nd, and the Colonel in the cockpit of the Mustang at right. 
Painted under the cockpit on the fuselage side is the insignia of the 487th Fighter Squadron. (Photos - Barnes) 

Suddenly t he room was q u i e t and the men came to at-
t e n t i o n as the Group Commander,Colonel Joe Mason, e n t e r e d
w i t h h i s s t a f f . The b r i e f i n g began w i t h the I n t e l l i -
gence O f f i c e r who s e t t l e d a l l d i s c u s s i o n o n the t a r g e t
f o r t he day as he p u l l e d back the c u r t a i n c o v e r i n g a 
l a r g e w a l l c h a r t . The c h a r t was fes tooned w i t h tapes
and a r r o w s , and they a l l p o i n t e d toward S c h w e i n f u r t .
Ano the r bomber e s c o r t ! The 352nd was to e s c o r t the hea-
v i e s f rom Hamburg to the S c h w e i n f u r t a rea where they
wou ld be r e l i e v e d by the 4 t h F i g h t e r Group.

The Weather O f f i c e r took over and gave the good news,
c l e a r a l l t he way o u t , w i t h 3 / 1 0 t h s c l o u d cover o n t he
r e t u r n . The Opera t i ons O f f i c e r b r i e f e d the p i l o t s on
t a c t i c s f o r the m i s s i o n . Heavy f l a k was to be expec ted
ove r t h e Dutch coas t and over t he Ruhr V a l l e y ( n a t u r a l -
l y ) . The f i g h t e r s were t o range ou t i n f r o n t o f t he Big
F r i e n d s , hop ing the bombers wou ld a c t as b a i t to draw up
the German f i g h t e r s .

D e t a i l s o f t he m i s s i o n f o l l o w e d , i n c l u d i n g the a s -
s ignment of r a d i o code names. The 487 th ( l ead ) Squad-
ron wou ld be T r a n s p o r t squadron , and t he code name f o r
t he Group Commander wou ld be Topsy. S t a r t eng ines t ime
wou ld be 0 8 : 4 2 , w i t h t ake o f f commencing s i x m inu tes
l a t e r . The Group wou ld fo rm up , c l i m b to 29,000 f e e t
on a head ing of 112° and rendezvous w i t h the bombers
a t 1 0 : 5 1 .

" T h a t ' s a l l . Good l u c k ! "
Barnes , a long w i t h the o t h e r p i l o t s f rom the 4 8 7 t h ,

r e t u r n e d to Squadron Ope ra t i ons and p repared f o r the
m i s s i o n . He s u i t e d up , checked h i s escape k i t , p i s t o l
and c h a r t s . He made sure h i s k n i f e was s t u f f e d down in
h i s r i g h t f l y i n g b o o t , j u s t i n case h i s d inghy acc iden -
t a l l y i n f l a t e d d u r i n g the f l i g h t . The k n i f e wou ld a l s o
be i n d i s p e n s a b l e shou ld he be f o r c e d down.

A l l se t h e jumped i n t o the t r u c k wh i ch c a r r i e d the
p i l o t s ou t t o the l i n e . Barnes' crew c h i e f was w a i t i n g
bes ide h i s p l a n e , ready to he lp him make ready f o r take
o f f . Barnes checked the p lane o v e r . Fuel tanks were
f u l l , guns were loaded and the r a d i o equipment was a l l
w o r k i n g — t h e p lane was ready . He c l imbed up on the w ing
and i n t o the c o c k p i t , b u c k l i n g h i m s e l f i n w i t h the as -
s i s t a n c e o f t he crew c h i e f . He checked h i s oxygen sup-
p l y and mask and, s a t i s f i e d , w a i t e d f o r the l a s t m inu tes
t o t i c k away.

At 08 :42 t he b i g f o u r - b l a d e d prop on Topsy 's P-51C
began to swing over and b lue exhaus t smoke t r a i l e d back
f rom the s t a c k s . Barnes h i t t he s t a r t e r and c o u n t e d ,
t hen caugh t the s p u t t e r i n g eng ine w i t h the t h r o t t l e and
i t r o a r e d i n t o l i f e , send ing a s e r i e s o f v i b r a t i o n s back
t h r o u g h the f u s e l a g e . The o t h e r p lanes c ranked up and
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as Topsy t a x i e d down the p e r i m e t e r t r a c k Barnes p u l l e d
out beh ind h im .

F i f t y Mustangs ( t h r e e squadrons o f 16 a i r c r a f t and
two spares) s tood a t t he runway 's end , w a i t i n g f o r t he
green f l a r e f rom the c o n t r o l t ower . I t came, and the
lead f l i g h t o f f o u r r o l l e d down the runway, f o l l o w e d a t
10 second i n t e r v a l s by the o t h e r 11 f l i g h t s , and the
two s p a r e s . A l l t he P-51s l i f t e d f rom the runway, t u c k -
ed in t h e i r wheels and s l i d i n t o p o s i t i o n as the forma-
t i o n rose toward the E n g l i s h c o a s t .

Over the Nor th Sea, Topsy s i g n a l l e d f o r combat f o r -
m a t i o n . The squadrons moved a p a r t and i n d i v i d u a l f l i g h t s
spread ou t in l i n e ab reas t u n t i l each p lane was about
50 yards f rom the n e x t . Down sun , Barnes c o u l d see the
Mustangs o f t he 3 2 8 t h , t he code l e t t e r s PE s t a n d i n g o u t
p r o m i n e n t l y on t h e i r f l a n k s . On h i s r i g h t and s l i g h t l y
lower were the b lue -nosed 486 th p l a n e s .

The coas t o f Ho l l and came i n t o v iew and w i t h i t the
f l a k . I t was s c a t t e r e d and i n a c c u r a t e . The o r d e r to
t e s t guns c r a c k l e d over the a i r and f o r a moment the
sky was f i l l e d w i t h b r i g h t s t r e a k i n g t r a c e r s .

" B o g i e s , ten o ' c l o c k l e v e l ! " The c a l l a l e r t e d
Barnes and he focussed to the l e f t . The u n i d e n t i f i e d
p lanes were headed toward T r a n s p o r t squadron . As they
c l o s e d , r e c o g n i t i o n came. " I t ' s okay , t h e y ' r e P-47s" .

A t p r e c i s e l y 10 :49 , o n l y two minutes o f f s c h e d u l e ,
the Group passed over the bomber f o r m a t i o n and assumed
i t s e s c o r t p o s i t i o n . "Topsy h e r e . Steamboat squadron
p a t r o l t o l e f t , o t h e r squadron t o r i g h t . I w i11 take
T r a n s p o r t to the f r o n t o f the bomber s t r eam. Keep your
eyes o p e n ! "

The f l a k was g e t t i n g heavy and Topsy moved h i s squad-
ron away f rom the bombers to confuse enemy r a d a r . Be-
h ind t he Big F r i ends was a s p a r k l i n g c a r p e t o f Window,
the s t r i p s o f aluminum f o i l they dropped to jam the Ger-
man rada rscopes . Below, a f l a r e of l i g h t . A bomber was
go ing down, w ing blown o f f ! Three chutes a p p e a r e d - -
f o u r , f i v e , s i x . L i ke s h i n i n g n a i l h e a d s o n a w a l l they
s tood ou t f rom the drab landscape be low. Only s i x . A 
B-17 c a r r i e d a crew of t e n .

Barnes s p o t t e d enemy a i r c r a f t be low. "Topsy Red 2 
h e r e . Bogies at e l even o ' c l o c k l o w " . "Where, Red 2, I 
c a n ' t see t h e m . " "Topsy , Red 2 h e r e . The bog ies are 
c l i m b i n g up f a s t a t ten t h i r t y . They look l i k e 109s.
Must be a hundred of t h e m . "

"Topsy h e r e . I see them. T h e y ' r e head ing f o r the
bombers. L e t ' s g o ! " He winged over to the l e f t and
headed down, Barnes and the r e s t o f the f l i g h t r i g h t
b e h i n d . Another f l i g h t f o l l o w e d . The r e s t o f t he squad-
ron f a i l e d to see the 109s and was l e f t b e h i n d .
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To convey an idea of t h e speed and c o n f u s i o n of an
a e r i a l combat, here are Barnes ' own t e r s e n o t e s :

"As Topsy t u r n s to t he r i g h t in a d i v i n g t u r n I 
s l i d e over t he top and take up a p o s i t i o n about f i f t y
yards o f f h i s r i g h t w i n g , l i n e a b r e a s t . H e w i l l shoot
- I am to cover h im .

"The 109s see us but make no e f f o r t to t u r n i n t o
us - they a re o rde red to ge t t he bombers - they look
l i k e a swarm of bees bunch ing up in c l o s e f o r m a t i o n f o r
an a t t a c k head-on a g a i n s t t he bombers. We have a l t i t u d e
and speed and c l o s e f a s t . Topsy beg ins to f i r e - a 109
s t a r t s smok ing . Topsy vee rs s l i g h t l y t o t h e r i g h t and
f i r e s a g a i n . I a d j u s t my p o s i t i o n to cover h i s r e a r .
He f i r e s aga in and an ME 109 e x p l o d e s .

"The r e s t of t he squadron has found us now - the
109s a re n e a r l y to t h e bombers. We keep b o r i n g in -
109s and P-51s pour t h r o u g h the bomber f o r m a t i o n - every -
one is f i r i n g . Why no one c o l l i d e s is a wonder - bomb-
e rs and 109s a re f a l l i n g . The a t t a c k i s d e v a s t a t i n g !

" I c a n ' t s t a y w i t h Topsy - t h e r e a re t oo many p lanes
in t he same a i r s p a c e , a l l c r a w l i n g up each o t h e r s ' t a i l s .
I am t h r o u g h the bomber f o r m a t i o n now and I see a 109
headed down. They make o n l y one pass and head f o r home
because o f t he P-51s.

" F u l l t h r o t t l e and s t r a i g h t down goes the 109. I 
f o l l o w - 2 0 , 0 0 0 ; 15 ,000 ; 10 ,000 ; 5 ,000 - my '51 c a n ' t
keep up w i t h t he 109. At 3 ,000 f e e t he e n t e r s a haze
l a y e r and heads eas t f o r home. I am a lone now and look-
ing f o r a f r i e n d , any f r i e n d .

" ' T o p s y ' h e r e , a t 23 ,000 f e e t . L e t ' s j o i n up and
head f o r h o m e . ' " The e n t i r e Group i s s p l i t up and s c a t -
t e r e d a l l over the s k y . P-51s j o i n o t h e r s and p i c k up
a head ing f o r home. I s t a r t to c l i m b , l o o k i n g f o r t he
' 5 1 s , bu t none is near by . At 15,000 f e e t I see bombers
on my same head ing and I c l i m b up a l o n g s i d e of them.

"The bomber gunners are nervous - as I s l i d e in

c l o s e t o them they f i r e a t me! I f they d o n ' t s top i t
I 'm go ing home a l o n e ! "

Up ahead Barnes s p o t t e d ano ther P-51 and poured on
the coa l to c a t c h up. The o t h e r p i l o t saw Barnes j u s t
about the same t ime and s t a r t e d to t u r n i n t o h im, pre-
p a r i n g f o r an a t t a c k . Then r e c o g n i t i o n came and both
P-51s formed up f o r the long t r i p home. Needles in gas
gauges dropped lower and l ower . Out over the coas t as
J e r r y f i r e d a few 88s , the two Mustangs dropped down to
10,000 f e e t . Barnes took o f f h i s oxygen mask and l i t
up a c i g a r e t t e . As he exha led t he smoke he began to
r e l a x . From then on i t was a m a t t e r o f f o l l o w i n g radar
v e c t o r s f rom Bodney and swea t ing ou t t he gas s i t u a t i o n .
F i f t y m i l e s f rom home and over England they l e t down to
t r e e - t o p l e v e l and roared over the c o u n t r y s i d e . Below
a fa rmer t r i e d in v a i n to calm h i s f r i g h t e n e d horses as
the Mustangs passed.

Over Bodney, Barnes asked p e r m i s s i o n to land and
c l e a r a n c e was g i v e n , "You are number one in the p a t t e r n . "
Both p lanes p u l l e d up to c l e a r the t r e e s on the per ime-
t e r o f t he f i e l d and dropped back down t o s i x f e e t ,
t h u n d e r i n g across the f i e l d . A t t he ha l fway p o i n t
Barnes p u l l e d up s h a r p l y to the l e f t i n a c l i m b i n g t u r n ,
chopped t h r o t t l e , dumped gear and f l a p s to k i l l speed
and came ou t of t he maneuver l i n e d up to l a n d . Wheels
screeched as the a i r c r a f t ' s w e i g h t s e t t l e d on them and
then he was r o l l i n g down the runway. Close beh ind him
came the o t h e r Mustang.

As Barnes c l imbed down f rom h i s p lane he noted the
t i m e . F ive hours and twenty minutes in the a i r . What
a day ! He lea rned at the d e - b r i e f i n g t h a t t he Group had
scored 17 in the a i r , and C o l . Mason had accounted f o r
t h r e e of t h e s e . One man, C u t t e r , was l o s t .

That n i g h t they threw a p a r t y to c e l e b r a t e , and r e -
f i g h t t he m i s s i o n . About ten o ' c l o c k i t broke up. A n -
o t h e r F i e l d Order was coming i n .

WILLIAMS-VILLIAN, the P-51D-5-NA, 44-13619, flown by 1st Lt. Harry H. Barnes, 487th Fighter Squadron. Nose of the 
Mustang is blue, name is white and blue with white portion outlined in black, and code under cockpit is HO. (Barnes) 
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Lt. Harry Barnes [r] and fellow pilot beside WILLIAMS-
VILLIAN at Bodney, England, home of the 352nd. (Barnes) 

L t . Barnes lay in bed t h i n k i n g back over the day .
I t h a d n ' t been an o u t s t a n d i n g m i s s i o n f o r h im . He had-
n ' t even f i r e d a s h o t . But wingmen w e r e n ' t supposed to
s h o o t , he reminded h i m s e l f , they were supposed to p ro-
t e c t t he man in f r o n t . There wou ld be many more mis-
s i o n s l i k e t o d a y ' s , and maybe on one of them he wou ld
f i n d the chance t o e n l a r g e h i s s c o r e .

Late in May, Barnes had the o p p o r t u n i t y to use h i s
guns aga in as he exp loded a 109 wh ich was a t t e m p t i n g
to p i e r c e the f i g h t e r s c r e e n . The same day , 28 May, he
was a l s o c r e d i t e d w i t h a 109 damaged. The young l i e u -
t e n a n t wound up the month w i t h h i s f o u r t h c o n f i r m e d
k i l l , ano the r 109 on the 3 0 t h .

Now came the has ty changeover to the P-51D model
w i t h the bubb le canopy. The new a i r c r a f t were r e c e i v e d
w i t h g r e a t en thus iasm and the popu lace o f N o r f o l k soon
became accustomed to see ing mock sky b a t t l e s as the
352nd p i l o t s r e v e l e d in t h e i r new mounts . The t r a n s i -
t i o n to P-51Ds was comple ted j u s t i n t ime to comply w i t h
an o r d e r to p a i n t b l a c k and w h i t e s t r i p e s on f use lages
and w ings in p r e p a r a t i o n f o r a l a r g e - s c a l e o p e r a t i o n .

The morn ing of 6 June 1944 b rough t the e x p l a n a t i o n ,
D-Day had come! The z e b r a - s t r i p e d a i r c r a f t o f the 487 th
j o i n e d o t h e r 8 t h and 9 th A i r Force squadrons on f i g h t e r
sweeps and s t r a f i n g m i s s i o n s in s u p p o r t o f the t r o o p s on
Normandy beachheads.

When the Group re-equipped, Barnes rep laced h i s P-51C
w i t h a P-51D-5-NA, 44 -13619 . C a r r y i n g the 4 8 7 t h Squad-
ron code l e t t e r s HO on i t s f u s e l a g e s i d e s , t he p lane al-
so had the a i r c r a f t l e t t e r B , t he i n i t i a l o f Barnes '
surname, on the t a i l . Th is p r a c t i c e was f a i r l y common
in the 8 t h F i g h t e r Command. In the 487 th Squadron, Mey-
e r ' s a i r c r a f t was coded HO-M, W h i s n e r ' s s p o r t e d the
l e t t e r s HO-W and i t i s r easonab l y c e r t a i n t h a t P reddy 's
a i r c r a f t was coded HO-P.

HO-B was f u r t h e r p e r s o n a l i z e d when L t . Barnes d e c i d -
ed to g i v e i t a name. He p lanned to c a l l i t WILLIAMS-
V I L L A I N , g i v i n g bo th an i n d i c a t i o n of h i s home and a 
w a r n i n g t h a t he was a tough cus tomer . U n f o r t u n a t e l y h i s
crew c h i e f , who p a i n t e d the name on the p l a n e ' s nose,
had some d i f f i c u l t y w i t h the s p e l l i n g and i t came ou t
WILLIAMS-VILLIAN. Rather than say a n y t h i n g to h u r t the
c h i e f ' s f e e l i n g s , Barnes shed h i s bad-guy r o l e and con-
t e n t e d h i m s e l f w i t h be ing a r e s i d e n t o f W i l l i a m s v i l i e .

Forward of t he name, wh i ch appeared in b l u e and
w h i t e l e t t e r i n g , Barnes p laced a c o l o r pho tograph o f h i s
h i g h schoo l g i r l f r i e n d , B e t t y Jean N iede r1ande r . The
pho to was sur rounded by an aluminum frame r i v e t e d to the
cowl and was covered w i t h c l e a r p l a s t i c t o p r o t e c t i t
f rom the e l e m e n t s .

Other mark ings on the WILLIAMS-VILLIAN were the b lue
nose , a l t e r n a t i n g w h i t e and b l a c k i n v a s i o n s t r i p e s , as
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Some of the 487th Hunters [l to r] : Barnes, Whisner, 
Palmer, Kessler, Pickering and Preddy. (Photo - Barnes) 

w e l l a s the b l a c k r e c o g n i t i o n s t r i p e s w h i c h were a p p l i e d
t o the v e r t i c a l and h o r i z o n t a l t a i l s u r f a c e s . L a t e r ,
a f t e r the e x c i t e m e n t o f the Normandy l a n d i n g s had passed ,
he found t ime to p a i n t f o u r sma l l s w a s t i k a s on the l e f t
hand canopy r im of HO-B as a r eco rd of h i s s h o o t i n g
prowess.

The summer passed q u i c k l y as Barnes f l e w m i s s i o n
a f t e r m i s s i o n . D ive-bombing s o r t i e s , ground s u p p o r t
m i s s i o n s and f i g h t e r sweeps came one on top of a n o t h e r .
Always he watched f o r the chance to ge t k i l l number f i v e
and ach ieve the cove ted t i t l e o f " a c e " . But the oppor-
t u n i t y d i d not p resen t i t s e l f and J u l y passed i n t o Aug-
us t as he and the o t h e r 487 th p i l o t s c o n t i n u e d to f l y
dangerous l o w - l e v e l m i s s i o n s . The s t r a i n o f f a c i n g heavy
and a c c u r a t e German ground f i r e began t o take i t s t o l l ;
o l d faces d i sappeared and new ones t ook t h e i r p l a c e s ,
o n l y to be r e p l a c e d by s t i l l newer f a c e s . Some of t he
men were seen as they were shot down, and some c o u l d n ' t
get ou t o f t h e i r b u r n i n g p l a n e s . Some t u r n e d up in
p r i s o n camps, and o the rs were r e p o r t e d as " k i l l e d in
a c t i o n . " S t i l l o the rs s imp l y d i s a p p e a r e d .

Th is was the case on 12 August 1944 when ano the r
p i l o t t ook the WILLIAMS-VILLIAN on a m i s s i o n over F rance .
Barnes w a s n ' t schedu led to f l y t h a t day and he watched
w i t h apprehens ion as the Squadron took o f f , ano the r man
f l y i n g h i s p l a n e . Severa l hours l a t e r , long a f t e r a l l
the o t h e r a i r c r a f t had r e t u r n e d , HO-B was s t i l l m i s s i n g .
No one had heard or seen a n y t h i n g of t he c r a f t or i t s
p i l o t a f t e r t he sc rap in wh ich t he Squadron had been en-
gaged. I t j u s t d i sappeared somewhere over the c o l d wat -
e rs o f the Nor th Sea.

The next day Barnes found h i s name on the m i s s i o n
b o a r d . Wi th a f e e l i n g of uneas iness he se t o u t in a 
borrowed P-51 on a d i ve -bomb ing m i s s i o n to a sma l l a i r -
f i e l d I n France. I t was on the r e t u r n f rom t h i s m i s s i o n
t h a t he was h i t and f o r c e d to c r a s h - l a n d .

Barnes s tood near t he edge o f t he woods w a t c h i n g h i s
smoking a i r c r a f t . When he was c e r t a i n i t wou ld no t b u r s t
i n t o f lames o r exp lode he s t r o d e ou t i n t o the open. His
wingman, L t . Don Goodwin, roa red overhead and Barnes d i d
a few c a r t w h e e l s and handstands to show t h a t he was un -
i n j u r e d .

Then Barnes r e t u r n e d to the a i r c r a f t and t r i e d t o
l o c a t e the t e r m i t e grenade used to d e s t r o y a p l ane in
j u s t such a case a s t h i s t o p r ev en t i t f rom f a l l i n g i n t o
enemy hands. There w a s n ' t any! The p l a n e , a new re-
p lacement f o r t he 4 8 7 t h , had a p p a r e n t l y never had an
i n c e n d i a r y capsu le i n s t a l l e d .

U p s t a i r s , L t . Goodwin sensed Barnes ' p l i g h t and came
down in a dry s t r a f i n g run on the grounded p l a n e . Good-
w i n p u l l e d up, w inged over and came down a g a i n . Barnes



Barnes with the group of FFI fighters who were respon-
sible for his evading capture in occupied France. 

ran f o r the woods aga in as Goodwin sent h i s i n c e n d i a r i e s
s t r e a k i n g i n t o the f u e l t anks o f the c rashed Mustang.
I t b u r s t i n t o f lames i m m e d i a t e l y .

As Barnes e n t e r e d the woods, he saw Goodwin's P—51
p u l l up and se t course f o r Eng land . He though t to him-
s e l f , " W e l l , H a r r y , y o u ' r e on your own now. "

A q u i c k survey o f the woods i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t was
too smal l t o a f f o r d c o v e r . Heading ou t the o t h e r s i d e
Barnes s p o t t e d a long hedgerow, l i n e d w i t h t r e e s , about
200 yards away across a f i e l d of c o r n . He ran th rough
the c o r n f i e l d , v a u l t e d the hedgerow and s topped t o c a t c h
h i s b r e a t h and get h i s b e a r i n g s . As he s tood t h e r e , he
saw a woman c a r r y i n g two p a i l s of m i l k e n t e r a nearby
fa rmyard f rom the d i r e c t i o n of the c o r n f i e l d . He waved
to her as she caught s i g h t of h im , and she p o i n t e d to a 
smal1 shed .

Barnes ran to the shed and w a i t e d i n s i d e . The woman
soon came to the door and p o i n t e d to the c e i l i n g . Ap-
p a r e n t l y she spoke no E n g l i s h , and Barnes c o u l d no t
speak F rench . He c l i m b e d up to a sma l l l o f t as she had
d i ' r e c t e d and made h i m s e l f c o m f o r t a b l e . As he sa t t h e r e
he though t about h i s p r e d i c a m e n t . S t r a n g e l y enough, he
d i d not f e e l c o n c e r n e d . So f a r he had done a l l r i g h t .
I f he r e l a x e d , t ook i t easy , he would f i n d a way to get
back to Eng land . Others had wa lked ou t b e f o r e , and
t h e r e was no reason why he c o u l d n ' t do the same.

A f t e r some ten m inu tes t h e r e was a knock at the
doo r , and a young woman e n t e r e d the shed c a r r y i n g a 
t r a y . On i t were f r i e d eggs and burgundy f o r the l i e u -
t e n a n t . He was among f r i e n d s !

Dusk came, then d a r k n e s s . E igh t young men a r r i v e d
a t the shed , i n c l u d i n g Andre B r i e u x , who spoke E n g l i s h .
He e x p l a i n e d t h a t they were members of the French under-
g r o u n d , the F F I , and t h a t they had come to move Barnes
to a s a f e r p l a c e . The farm where he was h i d i n g belonged
to the L o y n e l l f a m i l y and i t w a s n ' t sa fe f o r them shou ld
the Germans, who were s t i l l s e a r c h i n g the a r e a , f i n d the
f a m i l y s h e l t e r i n g Barnes .

The FFI men gave Barnes some French c l o t h i n g and he
changed ou t o f h i s f l y i n g s u i t , l e a v i n g i t w i t h the Loy-
n e l l s . He s a i d a q u i c k goodbye to Mr. and Mrs . Loyne l l
and Simone, the g i r l who had b rough t him the f o o d .

Then the young f l y e r f o l l o w e d the FFI men as they
led him to a farm about two m i l e s away. They s topped
at a sma l l woodshed near the rea r of the f a r m y a r d . In
i t , bund les o f f a g g o t s were p i l e d on the f l o o r . One o f
the men l i f t e d the b u n d l e s , wh i ch were c l e v e r l y w i r e d
t o g e t h e r , and exposed a t r a p d o o r wh ich concea led a smal l
c u b i c l e beneath the shed .

Barnes e n t e r e d the t i n y s i x f o o t square room and
s e t t l e d h i m s e l f . Andre t o l d him he was a t the B r ieux
farm and t h a t he was to s t ay put f o r a few days . As
soon as i t was sa fe to move h im , Barnes wou ld be passed

The Loynell family with whom Barnes stayed. At left 
is Andre Brieux, engaged to Simone Loynell. (Barnes) 

to ano ther FFI group and so on h i s way ou t of France.
A f t e r e x p l a i n i n g t h i s , Andre and the o t h e r R e s i s t a n c e
f i g h t e r s l e f t .

Barnes spent the days o f t h a t f i r s t week in h i s
smal l underground s h e l t e r . Henr i B r i e u x , a b r o t h e r o f
Andre and a Res i s tance man h i m s e l f , b rough t Barnes a 
c r y s t a l r a d i o and many hours were w h i l e d away l i s t e n i n g
to the BBC. Barnes l i s t e n e d to Bing Crosby e n t e r t a i n i n g
t roops in Eng land . One song seemed p a r t i c u l a r l y appro-
p r i a t e , " I ' l l Be Seeing Y o u . " One day BBC b roadcas t an
announcement o f t he i n v a s i o n o f s o u t h e r n France . Barnes
though t t o h i m s e l f t h a t he w o u l d n ' t have to w a i t ve ry
long now. I f he c o u l d n ' t escape f rom France , he c o u l d
j u s t w a i t f o r A l l i e d t r oops t o reach the p l ace where h e
was h i d i n g .

The days were long t h a t f i r s t week, but a t n i g h t
Andre and h i s f r i e n d s would take Barnes ou t to v a r i o u s
farms in the area to show him o f f . They drank Ca lvados,
a te French cakes and c o o k i e s , and sang songs. A l t hough
most of the farm people spoke no E n g l i s h , language prov-
ed to be no b a r r i e r to the fun and en joymen t .

Barnes and h i s e s c o r t s moved f r e e l y d u r i n g the
n i g h t s . They were h e a v i l y armed and the Germans never
v e n t u r e d ou t o f t h e i r s t a t i o n s a t n i g h t f o r f e a r o f a m -
bush . The Wehrmacht t r oops knew t h a t eve ry Frenchman
was t h e i r enemy.

The FFI had s t o l e n a 50 c a l i b e r machine gun f rom
the burned ou t h u l k o f Barnes1 a i r c r a f t . He worked w i t h
them as they t i n k e r e d w i t h i t in a v a i n a t t emp t to make
i t u s a b l e , but i t was too bad ly damaged by the f i r e .

The second week of L t . Barnes1 e n f o r c e d g round ing
began. The B r ieux b r o t h e r s f e l t i t was s a f e to b r i n g him
out of the h o l e , so he l i v e d in the B r i eux home. He had
been g i v e n f a l s e I .D . papers manu fac tu red by the FFI
s t a t i n g t h a t he was P i e r r e D u v a l , an e l e c t r i c a l eng inee r
from P a r i s . His presence at t he farm was e x p l a i n e d by
say ing he was on a v a c a t i o n .

I t was hay ing t ime and Barnes ( a l i a s P i e r r e ) j o i n e d
in the h a r v e s t i n g . Up every day at dawn, the Br ieux '
and t h e i r "adop ted s o n " went ou t t o the f i e l d s and p i t c h -
ed hay on to the wagons. Barnes was impressed w i t h the
stamina o f the farm p e o p l e . "How those peop le worked!
I kept up w i t h them, bu t i t was rough . The breaks f o r
c i d e r , bread and cheese were l i f e savers f o r m e . "

B r i t i s h and U . S . p lanes were c o n s t a n t l y overhead
d u r i n g the days , and a t n i g h t Barnes c o u l d hear t he RAF
heav ies go ing over on t h e i r way to bomb the German c i t -
i e s . N igh t s a l so b rough t the sound o f V - l s be ing launch-
ed a g a i n s t London. Q u i t e o f t e n a loud e x p l o s i o n i n d i -
ca ted t h a t a f l y i n g bomb h a d n ' t made i t more than a few
f e e t o f f the l a u n c h i n g p l a t f o r m .

On the s i x t h day of t he second week Barnes rode a 
wagon load of hay back to the f a r m y a r d . The ya rd was
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f u l l o f German t r o o p s ! A moment of pan i c was d i s p e l l e d
when he r e a l i z e d t h a t they were o n l y r e s t i n g a f t e r re -
t r e a t i n g a l l n i g h t . S t i l l , he was on h i s g u a r d . He
s tayed on top of the wagon and p i t c h e d hay down to
ano ther man who f o r k e d i t i n t o the b a r n . S o l d i e r s wan-
dered a round , looked at him and moved o n . F i n a l l y the
wagon was empty and Barnes r e t u r n e d to the f i e l d w i t h o u t
be ing d i s c o v e r e d . But f o r t he r e s t o f the day he s tayed
in the f i e l d and Henr i t ook the wagon loads o f hay to
the b a r n .

Andre B r i eux t o l d Barnes one day t h a t he d i d n ' t f e e l
i t was sa fe to keep him t h e r e any longer in v iew o f t he
inc reased German a c t i v i t y in the a r e a . The Germans had
begun a massive r e t r e a t , moving by n i g h t and h i d i n g in
the fa rmyards by day to escape A l l i e d f i g h t e r - b o m b e r s .
I f Barnes s tayed a t t he B r i eux f a r m , h i s chances o f be ing
d i s c o v e r e d were g r e a t .

So, f o r the t h i r d week o f h i s s t ay i n F rance , Barnes
r e t u r n e d t o the L o y n e l l f a r m . L i f e was e a s i e r t h e r e ,
no hay to p i t c h ! He he lped Mr. L o y n e l l around the p lace ,
r e p a i r i n g equipment and b u i l d i n g s .

In the e v e n i n g s , Har ry and the L o y n e l l f a m i l y wou ld
s i t i n the k i t c h e n and converse w i t h the he lp o f a 
F r e n c h - E n g l i s h d i c t i o n a r y . The L o y n e l l coup le and t h e i r
f i v e c h i l d r e n were e l a t e d when Barnes was ab le to speak
a few h a l t i n g sentences in F rench . The c h i l d r e n , Simone,
Yvonne, A n n e t t e , Mar ie and F ranco is sang f o r h im , and
he sang the Amer ican songs t h a t he knew.

One even ing a schoo l t eache r f r i e n d of the L o y n e l l s
s topped f o r d i n n e r . Barnes was i n t r o d u c e d as "Cous in
P i e r r e f rom P a r i s . " He d i d n ' t speak much d u r i n g the ev-
e n i n g , and the t eache r never guessed h i s r e a l i d e n t i t y .

The American p i l o t had spent 21 days in France when
an FFI man b u r s t i n t o the Loyne l l home to t e l l him t h a t
the Canadians were coming. Sure enough, r i f l e and au to -
m a t i c f i r e were a u d i b l e i n the d i s t a n c e . Barnes went
to a window and looked o u t . He cou ld see seve ra l Canad-
ian tanks maneuver ing in the nearby f i e l d s . Mrs. Loy-
n e l l b rough t o u t Barnes ' f l i g h t s u i t and h e put i t o n .
The t ime had come! He wa lked o u t s i d e and h a i l e d a t a n k .

Barnes i n t r o d u c e d h i m s e l f to a tank o f f i c e r and ex-
p l a i n e d h i s s i t u a t i o n . The tank commander s a i d they
were on t h e i r way to Dieppe and Barnes was welcome to
r i d e a l o n g . "No t h a n k s ! Tank w a r f a r e a i n ' t f o r m e ! "
he r e p l i e d . The commander laughed and suggested ano ther
p l a n . He was send ing a tank r e t r i e v e r back to Rouen in
an hour and Barnes c o u l d h i t c h a r i d e on t h a t .

At Rouen he thanked the d r i v e r and h a i l e d a t r u c k

go ing back to Caen on the Red B a l l Express h ighway. The
A u s t r a l i a n t r u c k d r i v e r dropped him o f f near a n a i r f i e l d
j u s t o u t s i d e Caen, and Barnes sought ou t the O f f i c e r ' s
C lub . I n s i d e was a B-24 crew whose p lane had been f o r c -
ed to land because o f mechanica l d i f f i c u l t i e s . They
planned to r e t u r n to England the nex t day a f t e r r e p a i r s
had been made. Barnes was t o l d he was welcome to r i d e
a l o n g , and the next morn ing he was f l own to London where
he r e p o r t e d to U. S. I n t e l l i g e n c e f o r d e - b r i e f i n g .

Two days l a t e r , Barnes r e t u r n e d to Bodney and a w i l d
p a r t y developed c e l e b r a t i n g h i s r e t u r n . Exuberant p i -
l o t s made him t e l l h i s s t o r y over and over a g a i n . The
bash l a s t e d u n t i l w e l l i n t o the n i g h t , and he went to
bed f e e l i n g t h a t at l a s t he was back where he be longed .

1 s t L t . Har ry H. Barnes resumed f l y i n g o p e r a t i o n s
f o r the remainder o f the war . Dur ing h i s y e a r - l o n g com-
bat t o u r he f l e w over 70 m iss ions in P-47s and P-51s.
He was awarded the A i r Medal w i t h t h r e e C l u s t e r s , the
D i s t i n g u i s h e d F l y i n g Cross w i t h one C l u s t e r , the ETO
Ribbon w i t h t h r e e B a t t l e S ta rs and the U n i t C i t a t i o n
r i bbon (as a member of the 352nd F i g h t e r Group) .

To cap h i s f l y i n g ca ree r he was r e c a l l e d d u r i n g the
Korean War and spent t h r e e years o f a c t i v e du ty f l y i n g
Repub l i c F-84s w i t h the A i r Defense Command and, l a t e r ,
w i t h the T a c t i c a l A i r Command in Europe.

MUSTANG DRAWINGS: The f o l l o w i n g f ou r pages of P-51 Mus-
tang drawings were done by Norman L. Ave ry . Norm began
work on them in 1958 as the f i r s t s tep in b u i l d i n g a 
model of a P-51D. Dimensions measured f rom a l o c a l
D Model d i d n ' t check w i t h the l i m i t e d da ta on hand
(which proved to app ly to the P-51H), and a tho rough
program o f research was s t a r t e d t o ge t f u l l , a c c u r a t e
d e t a i l s on the e n t i r e Mustang s e r i e s . In t i m e , many
key peop le were l o c a t e d who generous l y loaned or p ro -
v i d e d m a t e r i a l i n c l u d i n g maintenance manuals , photos
and a p r i c e l e s s few, o r i g i n a l NAA d r a w i n g s . From the
m a t e r i a l emerged d e t a i l e d drawings o f the Nor th American
Mustang, f rom the P-51 th rough the P-51D, w i t h a f u r t h e r
s tudy o f the P-51H. A f u l l se t o f these drawings ( t h e r e
are f i v e sheets in a l l , the f ou r f o l l o w i n g , on pages 24
t h r u 27 , and a f i f t h sheet on the H Model) reproduced
on good s t o c k and measur ing 22 x 17, can be pu rchased ,
p o s t p a i d , f o r $3.00 per set f r om: Norman L. Ave ry ,
17541 Raymer S t . , N o r t h r i d g e , C a l i f o r n i a .

I n c i d e n t a l l y , the P-51D model , wh ich s t a r t e d a l l o f
t h i s , has s t i l l no t been s t a r t e d .


